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Curicat REcorps. 


Last week we published five clinical cases, all 
recorded by different observers. Two points occur 
fous in connection with them. In the first place, 
though we seldom print five cases in one number, 
yet if that were our weekly average the year's total 
of 260 cases would only represent one case annually 
from about one-thirteenth of the profession. That 
seems by no means a large proportion, but it is a 
larger one than has yet been attained. 

In the second place these five cases afford 
abundant evidence of the amount of clinical ex- 
perience which daily passes unrecorded. Three 
were equine cases, all of exceptional interest, and 
two at least—so far as existing records would indi- 
cate—were very rare ones. Possibly they are not 
really quite so rare as might be supposed—they 
were published because they happened to fall under 
the treatment of men who habitually record their 
clinical experience, whereas the great majority of 
veterinary cases are treated by men who sedulously 
refrain from recording anything. The fourth case, 
which concerned sheep, was of the nature of a 

uery in addition to a record of experience; and 
the point it raised will probably be a new one to 
the majority of practitioners. The fifth case was 
one of intussusception in the ox, complicated by 
the presence of a hepatic abscess which may, as 
the observer suggests, have had something to do 
with causing the invagination, and which very 
possibly accounted for the somewhat unusual symp- 
tomology. Some practitioners may recollect similar 
cases; but we are not aware that any are upon 
record. 

Indeed, though few subjects are of more every- 
day importance in country — than the diges- 
tive disorders of cattle, and none present greater 
difficulties to the clinician, yet there is no subject of 
equal moment concerning which less has been done 
in the direction of recording individual cases. 

This is the one direction in which every member, 
however isolated his practice may be, may do some- 
thing towards the advancement of the profession. 
Wherever there is a veterinary practice there is 
clinical material, and cases occur which, if carefully 
observed and recorded, would add to the sum of our 
professional knowledge. But the great bulk of that 
clinical material is handled by men who never dream 
of utilising it for the benefit of others, and thus our 
professional records remain pitifully meagre. Every 
practitioner could report some instructive cases 
every year if he chose. 


CLINICAL NOTES. 
By W. Granam 


Gastric IMPACTION. 


Subject.—Light cart mare, six years old. Called 
at 8.30 a.m., the owner saying she was “ griped.” 
On arrival I found her down and rolling in great 
pain. Prior to my arrival she had received about 
two pints of Ol. lini. Pulse 60, temperature 101. 

Administered Sp. tereb. 3j, Ether sulph. 3j., and 
Chlorodyne 3j., which gave pr age relief, but 
she was as bad as ever at 12.30 p.m., when she was 
in great distress, sweating profusely, with a tem- 
perature of 102, and pulse 72; there was no 
tympany. Repeated draught, and at 2.30 p.m. was 
much easier and passed a good deal of flatus. 

She remained easy until 7.30 p.m., when the pain 
returned with increased violence, and was con- 
tinuous up to the time I saw her again, which was 
at 9 p.m. She was then in very acute pain, 
drenched with perspiration, and sitting up on her 
haunches with her fore feet firmly planted against 
the wall. Efforts to get her up were useless. I 
came to the conclusion that it was a case of gastric 
impaction. 

he owner was so distressed about her that he 
begged me to put her out of her misery, or to give 
her a “ kill or cure” dose. 

I then decided to try eserine, and gave her gr. ij. 
of eserine salicylate intertracheally. At 9.45 she 
was in extremis, with marked tympany, and making 
convulsive swallowing movements; at 9.40 she 
started vomiting, when I thought it was all over 
with her. She passed about a quart of food through 
the nostrils and then became easier, and got up and 
wandered round the box. 

At 10 p.m. I attempted to make a rectal exam- 
ination, when she passed a very large amount of 
flatus, followed by an enormous quantity of semi- 
liquid and very offensive feces, about a wheelbarrow 
load in quantity. Immediately after this she lay 
down in a very exhausted state and kept ve 
quiet. She had a stimulant at 11 p.m., when I leit 
her. 

I saw her next morning at 8 a.m. when she was 
eating a little hay. Her pulse was then 50, and 
temperature 101. The attendant said she had been 
quite free from pain ever since I left her. By the 
evening pulse and temperature were normal. She 
rested two days and then returned to light work 
and has been quite well since. 

Vomiting in the horse is generally associated 
with rupture of the stomach and death. This, how- 
ever, is the third case I have seen where recovery 
has taken place. 
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EVERSION OF THE BLADDER. 


Cases of this description are so seldom recorded, 
that I wondered whether they were of uncommon 
occurrence. 

Subject—A cart mare, 14 years, 16-2 h.h. I 
received a message late in the evening to the 
effect that the mare had “slipped” her foal, and 
that her womb was hanging out. On my arrival 
at 9.30 p.m. I found the mare down, in great pain, 
and sweating profusely. With great difficulty we 
got her up, when I found a large mass protruding 
from the vulva, very discoloured and soiled. 

I carefully washed it and found that the protru- 
ded mass was the bladder, over the surface of which 
urine was trickling. Careful digital examination 
told me that the urethra was very much dilated, 
sufficiently so to pass three fingers in. Attempts 
at reduction resulted in tremendous straining on 
the part of the mare, so I gave her Morphia gr. viij., 
and in about twenty minutes the straining lessened 
considerably. I then sprayed the surface of the 
bladder with a weak, icily cold solution of lysol, and 
then attempted to replace it, and by continuous try- 

ing for nearly half an hour I managed to do so, but 
five minutes later she everted it again. Reduction 
the second time was much easier, and I kept my 
hand over the meatus for quite fifteen minutes, 
during which time she received a draught of Pot. 
brom. 3j., Liq. ammon. acet. cone. 3ss., and Sp. 
etheris nit. 3). in water. She made no further 
attempts to strain, so whilst keeping my left hand 
over the meatus, with my right I passed in a 
catheter, and through it injected about Oj. of weak 
lysol solution; after keeping it there about ten 
minutes I removed my hand with the catheter and 
the solution dribbled slowly away. Her pulse then 
was 60, and temperature 103. I ordered another 
draught of Pot. brom. at 12 midnight, to be repeated 
at 3 a.m. next morning if she started straining. 

I saw her again at 9 a.m. next morning when the 
carter told me it was found necessary to give the 
draught at 2 a.m. as she started straining, but 
though she everted the rectum she did not again 
evert the bladder. He said she got quieter by 3.30 
a.m. and had not strained since. a pulse now 
was 56, and temperature 101:5. The only medicine 
she received that day was a laxative in the shape of 
OL lini. Oj. 

I did not see her again until the day following, 
when pulse and temperature were almost normal, 
and she was feeding and apparently well, with the 
exception of her inability to retain urine, which was 
passed about every five minutes in very small quan- 
tities. 

Since that day up to the time of writing, about 
three weeks, she is steadily improving in this respect 
and at nt it about every 45 minutes. 


In text-book illustrations of this condition the 
urine is seen squirting in two jets from the urethra, 
but in this case and one other, the only ones | 
have seen, the urine merely trickled over the everted 


ULCERATIVE GASTRITIS WITH VOMITION—RUPTURE 


OF THE SMALL INTESTINE. 


Subject. A bay hunter gelding, aged 7 years. 


Had been in owner’s possesion for two years, during 
which time she had shown no signs of illness. 
I may add that she was a pronounced “ cribber.” 


On Christmas day I was called to see her about 


5 p.m., when I found her suffering from what ap- 


peared to be an ordinary attack of colic. 
ceived a colic draught, and became easier in about 


She re- 


30 minutes. The pain returned again at 7 p.m. with 
increased violence. She then had a pulse of 72 and 
temperature 101, and had started purging. I gave 
her a hypodermic injection of morphia gr. iv. and 
atropine gr. 1-13. This gave her no relief, and the 
dose was repeated at 1 a.m., shortly after which 
she became easier and remained quiet until 8 a.m. 
when I left her. 
I saw her at 12 noon when she was very dull 
and listless. Pulse 80 and temperature 1005. 
At 3 p.m. she was in the same condition, but the 
purging had stopped. 
At 5.30 p.m. I was fetched hurriedly, the owner 
saying she was much worse. She now had a pulse 
of 80 and temperature 99. The mucous membranes 
were markedly blanched, and I told the owner that 
I considered her condition hopeless, and suspected 
hemorrhage. 
At 6 p.m. she suddenly sprang into the air, 
dropped on her knees, and died. At the owner's 
request I immediately made a post-mortem exami- 
nation. 
On opening the abdomen a large quantity of 
blood escaped. The only portions of the digestive 
canal affected were the stomach and the first 
eighteen inches of the small bowel. The stomach 
was full of ingesta, and the whole of its mucous 
membrane was one mass of crater-like ulcers, vary- 
ing in size from that of a crown to that of a three- 
penny piece, with greatly thickened circumferences. 
In the bowel, about 12 inches from the pylorus, 
there was a well defined stricture about three inches 
in length, and between this and the stomach the 
whole of the tissue was of the colour and consist- 
ency of red currant jelly. This eighteen inches of 
the bowel was empty, and about eight inches from 
the pylorus there was an irregular tear three inches 
long. Icarefully removed about three feet of the 
intestine for examination. Careful examination of 
the discoloured portion was impossible, as it was so 
jelly-like in consistency. The stricture was ap- 
parently caused by ulceration, partial healing and 
consequent thickening. The lumen of the bowel 
here was hardly large enough to pass an ordinary 
pencil through. For about five inches beyond the 
stricture the mucous membrane was spotted with 
smaller ulcers, similar to those in the stomach, the 
largest being about the size of a threepenny piece. 
The rest of the intestines and all the other organs 
were normal in appearance. I much regret that 
circumstances prevented me from forwarding the 
diseased tissues to Sir John M‘Fadyean for his 
opinion, as I am rather at sea with regard to the 


pathology of the case, 
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I have seen somewhat similar lesions in a case of 
chronic arsenical poisoning, but enquiries with 
reference to this case put that quite out of the 
question. I shovld be glad of the opinion of some 
of your readers. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


A New DIsgEAsE or SHEEP. 


A. Gaertner describes (Zentralblatt fiir Bacterio- 
logie) the results of observations and experiments 
in connection with an ovine disease which raged 
upon an estate in Griefswald in the winter of 
1909-10; and which destroyed first newly-lambed 
ewes, then newly born lambs, and finally other 
sheep and older lambs. 

The ewes sickened a few days after lambing, 
showing symptoms of fever. The temperature was 
elevated to from 103-8 F,to 105-4 F. The appetite 
was completely suppressed, with accompanying 
general prostration; the abdomen was distended, 
and palpation of it caused manifestations of acute 
pain. The mucous membranes of the vagina and 
vulva were swollen and reddened; and a foul- 
smelling fluid was discharged from the genital 
passages with the accompaniment of painful 
straining. 

In other sheep, and also in the case of the lambs, 
a purulent nasal discharge and marked swelling 
and tenderness of the nasal region were the most 
prominent — seen, in addition to the fever 
and general prostration. Difficulty of respira- 
tion was present in many cases ; and some isolated 
cases showed diarrhaea. 

Post-mortem, three different forms of the disease 
could be distinguished. The a Ye of sepsis 
were common to all the cases. In the ewes which 
had sickened after lambing, a foul metritis was 

resent. In the other sheep and the lambs, a 
rhino-laryngo-tracheitis existed, with 
cedematous infiltration near the nasal bones. In 
one case, in addition to the lesions just men- 
tioned, a hemorrhagic fibrinous pleurisy and hepa- 
tisation of one lung was observed. In two ale. 
in addition to the general appearances of sepsis, in- 
flammation of the intestine with considerable swell- 
ing of the mesenteric glands was present. 

A diplococcus could be isolated and cultivated 
from the blood and organs of all sheep which had 
died of this disease. When examined in smear 
preparations from the spleen, the cardiac blood, and 
the exudates, this diplococcus appeared lancet- 
shaped and was surrounded by a capsule. From 
its morphological, biological, and cultural charac- 
ters, Gaertner regards it as an atypical strain of the 
Diplococcus pneumonia. 

Dasecinentelly. it was found that either inhala- 
tion, intra-peritoneal inoculation, or ingestion of 
this organism could produce in healthy sheep the 
same clinical symptoms and pathologico-anatomical 
lesions as the naturally infected ones had shown. 
The causal connection of the diplococeus with the 


disease is thus demonstrated; and Gaertner pro- 
poses that the organism shall be called Streptococcus 
(or Diplococcus) lanceolatum ovium.—(Berliner Tier. 
Woch.) 


Tue Use or Esmarcn’s BANDAGE AS A PRECAU- 
TION AGAINST CocaAINE PoIsonina. 


Kohlhardt, on the ground of the observations 
which have been made with strychnine in conjunc- 
tion with Esmarch’s bandage, has already sought to 
diminish the toxicity of cocaine by the same method. 
He has found that the toxicity is thus diminished ; 
and infers that the tissues which are detached from 
the circulation must exercise a special influence 
upon the cocaine to lessen its activity. Pelz, of 
Leipzig, using rabbits for experiment, has now con- 
firmed Kohlhardt’s results as regards the efficacy of 
the bandage, but his experiments have led him to 
advance a different explanation of its action. 
According to him, the lessening of the toxicity of 
cocaine which is occasioned by the use of Esmarch’s 
ligature does not depend upon any specific action 
of the tissues. It is to be explained by the altered 
conditions of absorption, by the formation of com- 
pounds of cocaine with the tissues (which is, of 
course, rendered more possible by the delay in 
absorption), and finally by the affinity of the 
erythrocytes for cocaine. These reasons, and the 
fact that cocaine, having once become compounded, 
does not become free again in the form of cocaine, 
furnish the explanation. 

Pelz summarises the consequences of his research 
which bear upon practice, and the following are his 
main conclusions : 

1. Care should always be exercised in the use of 
cocaine. Even small doses eventually exert a toxic 
action. The drug causes a very rapid accumulation 
of blood in the venous circulation, especially in that 
of the abdominal cavity, and anemia of all other 
vascular tracts. It is also not impossible that 
alteration of the red blood dises within the blood 
vessels from the action of cocaine may exercise a 
deleterious effect. 

2. The simultaneous application of cocaine to 
several regions of the body should be avoided. 

3. Esmarch’s bandage prevents general intoxi- 
cation by cocaine more certainly than the simul- 
taneous use of adrenalin, especially if the cocaine is 
injected into the deeper-lying tissues. 

4. In cases where Esmarch’s bandage is in- 
applicable, either general narcosis or a less danger- 
ous local anesthetic, alypin, should be used. This 
conclusion again is especially applicable in the 
case of the deeper-lying tissues.—Berliner Tier. 
Woch. 

NaGANa tN GERMAN East Arrica. 


Lichtenheld (Archiv. f. wiss u. prakt. Trerhetlk.) 
gives an account of nagana as observed in German 
Kast Africa. As is well known, this disease is a 
specific African trypanosomiasis, and is transmitted 
by the tsetse fly. It is probable that all the varie- 
ties of tsetse are capable of communicating it. 

All the species of large domestic animals may 
contract the disease, so may some wild animals. 
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The most susceptible animals are dogs and pigs im- 
ported from Europe. Horses, mules, asses, cattle, 
and African dogs are less susceptible. The disease 
is very rare in the indigenous sheep and goat, and 
in the wild boar. 

Very susceptible animals generally die of the 
disease ; but large numbers of the less susceptible 
ones recover. 

The disease may present itself in an acute or a 
chronic form. In the acute form there is intense 
fever, which is most frequently intermittent, and 
trypanosomes in greater or less number, according 
to the degree of the fever, are found in the blood. 
Emaciation is rapid, and during the hyperthermia 
the appetite is very feeble. In addition, the patient 
shows all the general symptoms of fever. 

In the chronic form the fever is more feeble and 
more regular. The trypanosomes are always few 
in number. In the horse, edematous swellings are 
often observed, and difficulties of locomotion are 
also seen. In cattle necrosis of the extremity of 
the tail is not rare. In this chronic form of nagana 
the appetite is maintained, and often even aug- 
mented. 

Post-mortem, in the acute form, subcutaneous 
and intermuscular cedema are found, with more 
abundant serous effusions in the pericardium, pleura, 
and peritoneum. The spleen is hypertrophied and 
gorged with blood. The liver and kidneys are 
affected with cloudy swelling. The lymphatic 
glands are hypertrophied and infiltrated with sero- 
sity. In the chronic form the blood is very aqueous, 
the glands are very hypertrophied, the muscles are 
atrophied, and the fat is still comparatively abun- 
dant. 

The different evolution of the disease depends 
upon the susceptibility of the patient and the viru- 
lence of the trypanosomes. Trypanosomes from 
one species of animal become less virulent when 
transmitted to an animal of another species; but 
nevertheless regain their lost virulence by successive 
passages through animals of the second species. 

The author notes the results of immunisation ex- 
periments with regard to bovines which have been 
carried out by Schilling and Panse. These work- 
ers, in order to lessen the virulence of the trypano- 
somes, have passed them successively through 
goats, dogs, and geese, and finally inoculated them 
to cattle. They have thus obtained a relative 
immunity. The procedure is, however, dangerous, 
for the inoculated animals, for a certain period, are 
themselves sources of trypanosomes, and the im- 


-munity conferred upon cattle is limited. Cattle 


thus treated die of nagana when their resistance is 
diminished by an attack of another disease or by 
excessive work, and some cattle which have been 
immunised have been known to die in consequence 
of an infection by very virulent trypanosomes. 
Moreover, such immunity as is conferred seems to 
be only of short duration; and the procedure, 
therefore, is of little practical value. 
The subcutaneous injection of atoxyl, when com- 
menced early in the disease, has given good results. 
The tsetse fly, of course, is the factor in the 
valence of the diseases ; and the author discusses 
ow to deal with it. The extermination of the 


flies will be a very costly and difficult undertaking. 
The avoidance of tsetse-infested districts is more 
easy ; and the author has prepared a map of Ger- 
man East Africa indicating these districts. These 
should of course be avoided, and roads should not 
be established through them. 

So far as the direct protection of animals from 
the tsetses is concerned, the author says that rub- 
bing the skins with such substances as petrol has 
been tried without effect. Mechanical protection 
by gauze, nets, etc., is the best where it is possible. 
Finally, the author affirms that the belief that 
tsetses do not bite during the night is erroneous.— 
(Annales de Med. Vet.) 

W. R. C. 


EASTERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The annual meeting was held on Tuesday, Feb. 21st, 
at the Bell Hotel, Norwich. The President, Mr. A. H. 
Holl, of New Buckenham, was in the chair, and the 
other members present were: Messrs. F. B. O. Taylor, 
Weston ; W. Waters, Blofield ; W. Shipley, W. L. Little, 
Yarmouth ; T. E. Auger, J. R. Hewer, Wymondham ; 
T. E. Barcham, Paston; W. M. Reeman, Bury St. 
Edmunds ; H. P. Standley, A. H. Santy, H. Bucking- 
ham, Norwich ; H. Downe, Diss ; E. Margarson, Swatff- 
ham ; F. Morton Wallis, Halstead; W. Bower, East 
Rudham; W. W. Kerr, Dereham: J. Robertson 

Stalham; S. Smith, junr., Lowestoft ; and J. Godbold, 
Stowmarket. 

Letters regretting inability to attend were received 
from Messrs. E. H. h, Prof. F. Hobday, H. Low, 
J. Hammond, N. —— F. L. Gooch, J. J. Scott, 
J.K. Gooch, M. Bray, J. E. Kitchen, and 8. Smith, 


senior. 
Mr. G. Mayall wrote resigning membership as he was 
no longer resident in the Eastern Counties. He was 
sorry to leave Norwich after 13 years work in the city 
and neighbourhood, and he regretted severing himself 
from a Society at whose meetings he had spent so man 
pleasant hours. The resignation was accepted with 


regret. 
CounciL ELEcTION. 

The Yorkshire Veterinary Medical Society wrote 
stating that they had decided to join the Eastern 
Counties, Lincolnshire, Liverpool, and other societies 
for the coming election of Council. 

Mr. SuipLey moved that a reply be sent that the 
would be pleased to work with those Societies wit 
which they had always co-operated in the t, and 
would be glad if it could once more be effected with the 
Midland Society. 

Mr. Siri seconded, and this was agreed to. 


Sanrrary Institute. 

The Hon. Sec. said a request had been received for a 
delegate to the Royal Sanitary Institute Congress to be 
held at Belfast, but the Society had previously con- 
sidered it inadvisable to send a representative, as there 
were now so many similar congresses.—It was decided 
to take no action. 

The Hon. Sec. next presented the balance sheet 
which showed the expenditure had been £25 3s. 5d., and 
the balance in hand was £20 17s. 8d., which he said was 
more satisfactory than last year, when their balance was 
£12 9s. 1d. They needed still to husband their funds 
carefully ; their expenses were a little more than they 
should be, but the subscriptions in arrear had been 
coming in better. 


| 
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THE DEMONSTRATION ON ROARERS. 

Mr. STANDLEY said that both the horses operated on 
by Prof. Woodruff did well. Two months afterwards 
he galloped one, and he would have had great difficulty 
in knowing whether to pass the horse for wind or not. 
The other horse made a little noise. If all the cases 
turned out as well the operation should be an unqualified 
success. Nothing could be felt where they were 
operated on. 

NEw MEMBER. 

Mr. J. R. Hewer, Wymondham, was proposed for 

election by Mr. Shipley, seconded by Mr. Smith. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


The President proposed the election of Mr. T. G- 
Heatiey, Woodbridge, as President for the ensuing 
year.— Mr. Reeman seconded. 

The Hon. Sec. said he had received a letter from Mr. 
Heatley, who was proposed at the last meeting of the 
Committee, in which he said, “Please convey my 
thanks to the Committee for doing me the honour of 
asking me to accept the oftice of President. I should be 
ungrateful not to accept, though I feel ill adaped for 
such responsibility, but I will do my best.” 

The resolution was unanimously carried. 

Vice-Presidents.—Messrs. A. H. Hout, F. B. O. 
Taytor, A. H. Santy. Proposed by Mr. Shipley, and 
seconded by Mr. Wallis, and agreed to. 

Committee.—Messrs. S. Smirn, sen., T. E. AuGEr, 
J. K. Goocn, J. Barr, H. P. Stanpey, W. L. 
and H. Low. Proposed by Mr. Wallis, seconded by the 
Hon. Sec., and carried. 

Auditors.—Mr. Taylor pro the re-election of 
Messrs. W. Surptey and W. M. Reeman. The Hon. 
Sec. secconded, and this was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT said he was very sorry that at their 
last meeting Mr. Robertson intimated he must resign 
his office as Hon. Sec. and Treasurer, as he had not the 
requisite time to devote to the duties. He would now 
move that Mr. Sidney Smith, junr., be appointed. Mr. 
Wallis seconded. 

Mr. Smita said he would rather Mr. Robertson had 
retained his position. Under the circumstances he would 
take it on, but suggested that the office of Secretary and 
Treasurer should, as a matter of convenience, be 
divided. 

Several members pointed out that he would find this 
would not work so well as the present arrangement, 
and Mr. Smith said he would bow to their opinion and 
accept the offices as joint appointment and try it for one 
year. He was sure that every member would do all he 
could to assist him. [The resolution was carried]. 

Mr. Situ pro a vote of thanks to the retiring 
officers. Thanks were certainly due to the President and 
to the Secretary, Mr. Robertson, for the work he had 
done during the past 34 years, especially when they 
remembered he was a country practitioner with no one 
to help him. It was nothing short of marvellous that 
he had been able to attend all their meetings. He was 
entitled to the highest praise, for he came there as a 
stranger and yet took on the office immediately. 
The vote of thanks should be recorded on the minutes. 

Mr. SHIPLey seconded, saying he knew a great deal 
about the work that had to be done , 4 secretari 
and especially of their Association. Mr. Robertson h 
had a tremendous lot of work to do, and there were 
many details that did not come before the members. 
Mr. keto had done his utmost to keep the Society 
in a successful condition. It was not fair to a Secre- 
tary that some members should put him to the 
trouble of worrying after arrears. It must be an easy 
matter to remember that subscriptions always became 
due on the first of each year. 

The vote was carried with applause. 


The PRESIDENT said it had been a ve t pleasure 
to do what little he could, and he =aed te acknow- 
ledge the great assistance Mr. Shipley had given him at 
all times. He hoped the Society would continue to pro- 
gress and prosper. 

The Hon. Sec. said he also was greatly obliged for 
the kind things said about him. He was sorry to give it 
up, but it was quite out of the question for him to 
continue, as he was single-handed, and living in a ve 
awkward corner of the country, difficult of access. It 
was just lucky that he had been able to attend all the 
meetings. He would be very pleased to give the new 
Secretary all the help he could. 


FEDERATION OF VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


The Hon. Sec. said Mr. Gofton had written asking 
for a subscription ‘toward the expenses of the scheme 
for affiliating the various veterinary societies. The 
og required was £20, but this had now all been 
raised. 

It was resolved to take no action. 


VicToRIA VETERINARY BENEVOLENT FUND. 


The How. Sec. said he had had a letter from the 
Secretary of this fund stating that their annual subscrip- 
tion of three guineas was now due, and there were three 
guineas in arrear. The fact was that in 1909 the Society 
sent a donation of three guineas, and this was assumed 
to be an annual donation. He wrote pointing out’ this 
mistake, and forwarded his own contribution. big: 

Mr. REEMAN said that he thought they might sen 
another donation. There were two items in their expen- 
diture amounting to £10 that would probably not recur 
another year. The fund was very deserving, and he 
would propose a donation of two guineas. 

Mr. Son. seconded, and this was carried. 


RoyaLt AGRICULTURAL BENEVOLENT INSTITUTION. 


The Hon. Sec. enquired whether a subscription should 
be sent to this institution this year. 

Mr. Surpvey said he did not think they could do so 
as their funds were not in quite so satisfactory a state as 
some members imagined. ‘He hoped that ty bom they 
would spend money on demonstrations, and in getting 
the best men to come down and perform operations, or 
read papers on subjects of interest. In that way their 
money would be far better spent. He had the greatest 
sympathy with the Victoria Fund and the greatest 
interest in it, as he also had in the National Benevolent 
and Defence, and he worked as hard as he possibly could 
for it, but he feared some members of their iety 
thought that because they gave a donation of three 
guineas from the funds they had done their little bit. It 
would be far preferable if each member would give an 
individual subscription rather than leave it to the 
Society. He hoped they would again accumulate funds 
as they had done in the past, and, as opportunity served, 

t such lectures as Sir John M‘Fadyean gave them a 

ittle time since, and in that way extend the usefulness 

of the Society. He subscribed both to the Agricultural 
and the Benevolent, as well as to the Victoria Fund. 
This year he did not see that they could afford to sub- 
scribe to the Agricultural Benevolent Institution. 

The members concurred. 

On the proposal of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. 
Shipley, it was resolved to hold the next meeting at 
Bury St. Edmunds. 

Tue Late Mr. A. 8S. AucEr. 


The PresIpeEnT said that since their last meeting th 
had lost a good member in Mr. A.S. Auger, of Sax- 
mundham, who was a most regular attendant at their 
meetings, and always took the greatest interest in every- 
thing appertaining to their Society. Little did they 
think at their autumn meeting that it would be the last 
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time they would meet him. He was a young man, and 
they would all wish to express their condolence and 
sympathy with his brother, Mr. T. E. Auger, in the loss 
he had sustained. He moved accordingly. 

& The members rose in their places, and the resolution 
was passed in silence. 


THE RECENT ORDERS OF THE BOARD OF 
AGRICULTURE. 
By Wm. Suiptey, Great Yarmouth. 


The difficulty in getting papers for these meetings is 
the only excuse I can offer for inflicting my few remarks 
on you. Not that I think the orders not worth discuss- 
ing, but that some other, more able, should attempt to 
lay them before you. It is, I know, the desire of all 
veterinary surgeons to do what they can to assist the 
County Councils and Board of Agriculture in erudica- 
ting the many contagious diseases, but however much 
we aesire to do so it is often more than difficult to 
understand the orders. Fortunately in Mr. Hugb 
Davies we have an adviser to the Norfolk County Coun- 
cil who takes a great interest in all these orders, and is 
always ready to assist in explaining them, and also to 
give us definite instructions. It is, I think, probable 
that only a few veterinary practitioners are aware of or 
= under the Animals (Notification of Diseases) Order 
of 1910. 

It is a point of great credit to the honesty of the 
members of our profession that no penalty is allowed to 
be inflicted for negligence in reporting. It behoves us 
to act up to that confidence. 


PARASITIC MANGE ORDER. 


I think in this we have rather a difficult position to 
fill. Parasitic mange in the country is, of course, not 
so frequent as in some large cities, and fortunately not 
so prevalent as in days gone by. 

n the diagnosis of parasitic mange it is not always 
easy to demonstrate the presence of the acarus by the 
microscope, but fortunately the order is permissive, so 
that unless one is really positive, and if from the occu- 
pation of the animal it is not deemed necessary, one need 
not issue a detention order, and even where there are 
several cases on one farm one could place the area of 
detention to cover the whole farmstead, not hindering 
the work, but keeping the animals off the public road. 

If mange is a difficult disease to diagnose, how diffi- 
cult it is again to say when the animal is cured. How 
often should a visit be made to a horse detained under 
the order? This would, of course, depend to a great 
extent on the character of the owner. If he is a con- 
scientious man, and is employing a duly qualified veteri- 
nary surgeon, one can leave it practically in their hands. 
But there are cases where the owner leaves the dressing 
toa sheep dresser and the team man, who applies some 
nauseous dressing or other without doing much good. 

We should endeavour to do our duty as Inspectors 
without inflicting heavy expense on the County Council. 
In one case recently occurring two horses were so exten- 
sively affected, and were so antiquated, that I privately 
advised the owner to shoot them, pointing out that from 
an economical point of view it would be best for him. 
I am quite sure it would have been six months before 
one could have declared them free. What a quantity of 
visits would have had to be made! They remainder of 
the horses were ordered to be kept on the farm, with 
the exception of three which were free from the disease, 
and isolated so as to do road work, 7.e. to take the corn 
to market, etc. 

Then the difficulties of cleansing and disinfecting are 
very great. Take for instance an off yard and pastures, 
where one often finds these cases are isolated, mangers, 
posts and rails, gates, etc. have all been rubbed against, 


ANTHRAX. 


The Anthrax Order is a step towards the independence 
of the veterinary profession. For some time I chafed 
under the regulations of the County Council—that I 
should send an ear to Cambridge for the examinaticn at 
the medical laboratory. I was glad to have a confirma- 
tion or otherwise of my diagnosis, but thought it should 
be done by one of our own bacteriologists. Mistakes 
may occur, and although I received the utmost courtesy 
from Cambrid , L feel the Veterinary Officers of the 
Board would Totter understand the difficulties under 
which we carry out our work. Weare not all experienced 
and practical microscopists, and although most of us can 
prepare an anthrax slide, we are not in the habit of com- 
paring bacteria under the microscope every day, and so 
cannot always become familiar with their appearances 
when even experts differ. 

In an agricultural county like Norfolk we don’t want 
anthrax. It behoves us to do everything we can to deal 
with infected centres, and to do our utmost to prevent 
fresh ones. I take it everywhere that anthrax blood is 
spilt should be looked on asa likely anthrax centre. 
Now what are our duties under this order? A _practi- 
tioner in course of his daily work comes across a case of 
sudden death in an ox. The owner asks advice. Natur- 
ally the first question one asks oneseif is, is it anthrax ? 
and if from the one anthrax 
the case must be reported to the nearest policeman. The 
practitioner can take sufficient blood to make a micro- 
scopical examination to satisfy himself and his client. 
This removes a technical point in the old order. 

The V.S. having reported suspected anthrax, the local 
police should report to the loca] authority, who report 
to the local veterinary inspector. This, I think, is rather 
a bad point in the order ; there is too much delay. I 
am, however, glad to see that Mr. Davies issues instruc- 
tions to the police that they have to inform the local 
inspector at once. What should be our action? [If it is 
at a farmstead where one can make a rough slide exam- 
ination and say definitely “not anthrax,” the trouble 
ceases. I think it is extremely unwise to take a slide, 
get home to examine it, etc., before dealing with the 
carcase. During this absence further delay occurs, the 
carcase is lying about, a source of worry to the farmer 
and a general source of danger. 

My practice has been to burn the carcase first, and find 
out if it isanthrax or not after. Once an ox is dead 
suddenly, in many cases it does not matter much what 
it died from. It is far preferable to remain in ignorance 
as to the cause of death than to get a fresh centre of 
agg I believe the County Council will support us 
in this. 

Now as to the preparations for the Board. If we sus- 
pect anthrax to exist we are instructed to take a swab 
of blood, and to make a slide, and send these to the 
Board of Agriculture at Alperton for their opinion as to 
whether anthrax exists or not ; and anthrax does not 
exist until they say so. I have brought with me a case 
for postage as oo are by the Board of Agriculture and 
approved by the Post Office. I have written asking the 
County Council to supply them. I can only hope that 
sooner or later the County Council will see what extra 
time and labour is entailed in making these microscopi- 
cal examinations and allow us extra fees for them. 

Since deciding to open a discussion on these notes, 
some gratification has arisen by the issue of a circular 
letter from the Board of Agriculture as recently as 
February 10th. 

“ Cireular to Local Authorities in Great Britain under 
Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894 to 1910. 


Board of Agriculture and Fisheries. 
Sir,—I am directed by the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries to advert to their circular letter (No. A 1900. ) 


‘ 


| 


March 11. 1911 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 583 


of the 24th September last as to the Anthrax Order of 
1910, and I am to acquaint you, for the information of 
the Local Authority, that the experience of the working 
of the order during the period it has been in operation 
suggests that the procedure indicated in the order and 
in the circular letter referred to is not fully understood 
by many Inspectors of Local Authorities and by veteri- 
nary surgeons employed by Local Authorities to enquire 
into _ ee outbreaks of anthrax. 

The rd consider it desirable, therefore, to call the 
attention of your Local Authority to the following 
matters as regards which the proper procedure hasin many 
cases been departed from, namely :— 


ARTICLE 5 (4). 


(a) The material submitted by veterinary surgeons for 
examination at the Board’s laboratory has consisted of a 
stained slide only, instead of an unstained blood smear 
and swab. 

(4) The package containing the material has given no 
indication as to the sender, or as to the name and 
address of the owner or occupier of the premises from 
which the material was taken. 

In this connection, it may be noted that the pos 
of packages or letters addressed to the Laboratory of the 
Board must, in order to comply with the postal regula- 
tions, be prepaid by the sender. 

(c) The report of the veterinary surgeon has not been 
in the form shown on page 7 of the circular letter. 


ARTICLES 7 AND 18. 


Form A (Notice declaring an Infected Place) has 
been served on the occupier of the premises, and a return 
on Form No. A} (Statistical Return) has also been sent 
to the Board, prior to the receipt of notice from the 
Board that the existence of anthrax has been confirmed 
by their Officers at the Laboratory. 


Iam to add that it would be of advantage, for the 
pu of registration, that the name of the occupier 
of the pa concerned should be given on the copy 


of the Notice Form C (Notice to occupier of precautions 
tobe taken) and Notice Form D (Withdrawal of Notice 
Form C) sent to the Board in pursuance of Article 8 of 
the Order.—I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

. H. Extiort, Secretary. 
The Clerk to the Local Authority , 


The Form A of the Anthrax Order is, I assume, only 
for the assistance of the Board to arrive at the amount 
of disease existing and the cause, but the questions aris- 
ing are at times difficult to answer. 


VETERINARY SuRGEONS Act AMENDMENT BILL 1910: 


There is one other matter I think I should bring 
before the notice of this Society, viz., the Veterinary 
Surgeons Amendment Bill 1910. You will probably be 
aware of the ridiculous statements occurring in “ Farm 
Notes” in The Eastern Daily Press. As soon as I 
observed them I wrote to the author, B.B.S. Yon are 
aware of his identity. I thought this more advisable 
than entering into a newspaper controversy. B.B.S. 
soon saw our point, but too late to prevent the matter 
heing brought before the Royal Norfolk Agricultural 
Association, where a resolution was to consider 
the Bill at the next Council meeting. I was enabled to 

ut the members opposing it in —— of the facts 

y sending them a copy of the Bill and an explanatory 
letter. Mr. Caleb Barker’s reply should satisfy us. It 
is as follows :— 

Royal Norfolk Agricultural Association. 
East Harling, Norfolk, 
February 6th, 1911. 

Dear Sir,—We thought you would be interested to 

-know the result of the discussion on the Veterinary 


Surgeons’ Amendment Bill, which took place at the 
Council meeting on Saturday last. 

The gentleman who raised the question at the annual 

neral meeting on January 2ist stated that he had 
ound out since that meeting that the matters to which 
he referred would not be affected by the Bill, and that 
under the circumstances he had nothing more to say on 
the subject. The matter therefore dropped. 

We take opportunity of thanking you for all the 
trouble you have taken in this matter.—We remaik, 
dear sir, yours faithfully, 

Cates BarKER & Co, Secretaries. 


I hope these remarks have not wearied you. I ho 
they may cause some discussion and expression of the 
views of the members present. I am not here to support 
the Board of Agriculture or the County Councils, Dut 
to advocate the objects and benefits of the advice of our 
profession. Our great object is to do our utmost to 
assist these authorities to exterminate diseases which 
are unnecessary. This can only be accomplished with 
our help, and it is to be hoped the credit will reflect on 
the profession of veterinary medicine. I must admi 
however, that up to the present we have not receiv 
the credit due to us. 


Discussion, 


Mr. Watts said Mr. Shipley had mainly dealt with 
Norfolk, and as he was in Essex he would like to know 
how the Norfolk County Council paid veterinary sur- 
geons. Where he lived they were paid at the rate of a 
— per day of eight hours and for a quarter of a 

ay they got 5/3 and went a long way for it. It was 
niggardly, and toa certain extent put a premium on dis- 
honesty. He was not paid trap hire, and consequently 
he rode and charged for the time it would take to walk. 
He had no doubt that the best method of disposing of 
carcases was to burn them and find out what the disease 
was afterwards, but who was to pay for the burning. 
He was told just before the meeting that an old college 
friend of his burned two carcases which cost him £5 or 
£6, and he wanted to know who was going to pay the 
Bill. He found out afterwards that it was not anthrax. 
He (Mr. Wallis) had known people in a similar quandary. 
In his district an inspector of police received reports, and 
applied to him as inspector for the district as to whether 
he should burn or not. He was generally an advocate 
of burning at once, as he did not believe in a veterinary 
surgeon trying to make an examination there and then. 
Sir John M‘Fadyean advised them that it was a very 
bad thing amid the mess and general inconvenience of 
a farmyard to give an opinion as to whether anthrax 
was present or not. He never tronbled about it till he 
got home, and he never sent his slides anywhere, but to 
the Board of Agriculture. Sometimes when he had 
been doubtful he had got Sir John M’Fadyean to verify 
his opinion or tell hir what he thought, and he was 
never asked any more questions when ie ve Sir John 
as hisauthority. He had never had to send to a medical 
man at Cambridge or anywhere elee. It was news to 
him that veterinary surgeons had to do such a thing. 
He wished to know the best method of procedure for 
taking a swab for the boxes Mr. Shipley had shown. 
He wished to thank him for the action he and other 
gentlemen had taken in the Veterinary Surgeons Amend- 
ment Bill, thereby preventing unnecesary friction. 

Mr. Situ said the Board of iouuien required a 
statistical return each week of an outbreak. They sent 

roper books with carbons, which had to be filled up. 

e had had several instances of parasitic mange and 
duly filled up the particulars. With regard to the dis- 
posal of anthrax carcases the order definitely stated 
that it was permissible to bury them. There was no 
objection to burying them with the necessary precau- 
tions. Mr. Shipley spoke of a form which had to be 
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fille1 up and various questions answered. He was not 
aware of the existence of such a form, but he presumed 
it was to be obtained of the Board of Agriculture in the 
ordinary way. He had thought the only thing necessary 
was to send up particulars of the case and await results. 
Both the su hem and glanders orders stated that in 
whatever way information was obtained the inspector 
was to act at once and not wait for an official intimation. 
He wished to know where boxes could be obtained like 
the specimen shown by Mr. Shipley, and the approxi- 
mate cost of them. 

Mr. Waters said the parasitic mange order stated that 
where they were attending two or three horses they 
could allow the other horses to go out on ordering them 
to be dressed daily with a suitable dressing. A few 
weeks ago he had a case where of nine or ten horses, 
three were affected. He had the others dressed dail 
with what he considered a suitable dressing of oil, sul- 
phur, carbonate of potash and tar. He told the man to 
take a sponge and just run it over to satisfy the Board. 
It was two or three weeks before the affected horses 
recovered and he could say they were quite well. Then 
his client called his attention to the other horses which 
had been dressed with the lotion, and he found them so 
sore that the harness could not be put on, and he conse- 
quently got into quite a row over it. He wished to 
know if other members had had a similar experience 
and whether there was any milder dressing, or if this 
matter could be overlooked. 

Mr. Taytor asked Mr. Shipley if he had had mnch 
experience with alcoholic solution of methylene blue 
which was recommended for staining the bacilli. At 
the Board of Agriculture it was thought to be an in- 
valuable test. ff there was a slight reddish tinge it 
was almost certain they had anthrax to deal with. 

Mr. Gopsotp said he had lately had two or three 
cases of parasitic mange. On one farm two horses were 
affected out of twenty. He did not see how he could 
dress eighteen, so he shut these two up and dressed 
them. The others were kept at work. A month ago he 
had two horses killed with it. There were three others 
on the place, but he did not shut them up. In regard 
to anthrax it was a bit awkward for inspectors in Suffolk 
Mr. Reeman reported on a Thursday a bullock that died 
on Wednesday. He was fifteen miles off when he got a 
wire, but went on Friday and took an ear off. It was 
a typical anthrax carcase. He sent the ear to London 
the same night. On Saturday afternoon he had heard 
nothing and wrote that he wanted a reply. Hearing 
nothing he ——- to the County Council asking 
whether he should burn or bury the carcase, as the 
farmer was getting dissatisfied and wanted something 
done. The clerk informed him he might bury it, but if it 
was anthrax he would have to take it up, while if he 
burned it and it was not anthrax he would have to bear 
the cost. The bullock lay there Sunday and Monday, 
and on the latter day he wired the farmer asking if the 
bullock was still there. He replied that the carcase was 
still in the same position. On Tuesday morninga letter 
came by the second oe stating it was not anthrax, and 
he wired the farmer he could do what he liked with the 
earcase. There was blood all round the mouth, and he 
considered it a typical case of anthrax. Probably when 
an examination was made of the ear it was so full of 

utrefactive germs that the anthrax germ could not then 
& found Under such circumstances a veterinary in- 
spector could do nothing, because if on examining the 
blood he found nothing he would not like to burn the 
carcase as the county would not pay unless anthrax was 
confirmed. With regard to mange he did not think they 
could do better than dress horses with the oil stuff. He 
had two horses shut up for a month and dressed them 
with carbolic acid, turpentine, sulphur, and tar. One 
was a pouns mare e had got so far as to tell the 
owner he would send him a paper certifying they had 


.| to fees. In Suffolk they got 10/6 


recovered, when the mare was taken with diarrhcea and 
everything came through her and she eventually died, 
what from he did not know, but he thought she was 
poisoned. The farmer had disinfected the place and 
what he did to the box he did not know. This man 
was a bankrupt who would not py, for dressings, and 
the county would not, so he told the farmer to get them. 
He had been told he gave the mare arsenic in small 
doses, and he thought this was what she died from. 
The farmer was told arsenic would do good. The mare 
~ 5 Saturday to Wednesday and then died raving 
m 


Mr. BuckINGHAM said that as a veterinary surgeon 
who had been an inspector in the past for a large dis- 
trict, and had now resigned, he would like to know 
whether the Board of Agriculture should not send him 
copies of their orders and regulations as they did to the 
veterinary inspectors. What on earth were they to 
know about new orders if they did not receive copies? 
Log | ought also to receive copies of the regulations made 
by the county authority in their district. 

Mr. REEMAN said that in regard to anthrax one great 
need was that there should be more uniformity of action 
amongst the County Councils. In Suffolk at present 
they laboured under very great disadvantages. It used 
to be left to the discretion of the veterinary inspector 
whether he burned a carcase or not, and if he burned it 
the County County paid. Now they had adopted fresh 
tactics. The case Mr. Godbold had cited was scanda- 
lous. The man was aclient of his and wired for him on 
the Thursday, when he went and saw a bullock which 
had died very suddenly. It was a typical anthrax car- 
case. He personally reported it to the police on Thurs- 
day m rning, but the carcase was lying on the farm for 
nearly six days, with what result they could judge. The 
wey thing was for the carcase to be burned at once, 

ut if the County disclaimed responsibility what were 
they todo? A little while ago they were told not to 
bury them, and he considered it better to burn ten car- 
cases not anthrax rather than one should be missed, 
Representations should be made to the County Coun- 
cils for more uniformity of action, and also with regard 

for inspection and 3d. 
per mile out and home. If there was uniformity of 
action it would be a great help both to the inspectors 
and the public. As it was, farmers would not report 
anything, and a farm might possibly be a source of 
infection for years. That was the weak point in the 
present procedure. 

_ Mr. Surpey said that Mr. Wallis had asked a ques- 
tion as to the payment of inspectors in Norfolk. ey 
had 10/6 per visit and 3d. per mile, with no extra fee for 
post-mortem or microscopical examination. As to 
uniformity of fees he last year went to infinite trouble 
to get all the inspectors together with a view to getting 
their fees raised. They had a very unanimous meetin 
and sent a deputation to Norfolk County Council, whic 
received them very favourably and promised to consider 
the subject. After some time they got a letter stating 
that after communicating with other County Councils 
they found they were paying on the same scale, and 
could not see their way to pay higher fees. He then 
wrote to all veterinary surgeons who were not inspectors 
asking if they would support them if they stood ont for 
higher fees. The result was that he got one reply. No 
other veterinary surgeons would support them, and 
things being in that hopeless state, they could only let 
the matter drop. In regard to the burning of carcases, 
the anthrax order said that a diseased carcase and any 
carcase sme by that order to be destroyed shall be 
disposed of by the local anthority by exposure toa high 
temperature on the farm, or by dented agents, or 
buried with a certain proportion of lime over it. What- 
ever the Suffolk County Council might say, he felt quite 
convinced that the section meant they could have a car- 
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case burned if there was any suspicion. He would 
admit that he destroyed one carcase by burning and 
afterwards found out it was not a case of anthrax. He 
wrote to the clerk pointing out it was in the public 
interest that carcases should be destroyed and asking to 
be informed whether he had acted correctly. He was 
informed that he had not. The Suffolk County Council 
was absolutely ridiculous, and its treatment of the 
veterinary profession was a disgrace. They had seen 
that only recently a question was raised by an officer of 
the Board of Agriculture as to the inspection of the sale 
yards, when the County Council turned round and told 
the auctioneers to employ their own inspectors, which 
laced veterinary surgeons in an invidious position. 
They were to be there to administer a law authorised by 
the auctioneer, and were at his mercy. It was simply 
ridiculous. It had always been a sore point, because in 
the County of Norfolk every endeavour was made by 
the Council to carry out the orders thoroughly and con 
scientiously. In Norfolk they had put their backs 
inst the wall in regard to the movement of swine out 
of Suffolk, and said they would not have them in Nor- 
folk till their inspections in Suffolk were as properly 
carried out as in Norfolk. 

Taking a swab of the blood was rather a difficult job. 
If the animal had been dead for a few hours it was a 
rather troublesome thing to get any blood out of the 
skin. He had only had one or two cases and then he 
cut a lump out of the dependent ear and got blood 
from it. As regards the reports referred to by Mr. 
Smith, some blue and red forms he had to make out, 
this was done in Norfolk by the police. He used to 
have to do it in the borough, but he got the police to 
do it. It was detail work that veterinary inspectors 
should not be asked to carry out. Questions to which 
the Board of Agricultur> required answer were on 
Form E of which he had brought copies. The boxes he 
had shown cost 5d. each and were obtained from a place 
in Hatton Garden. So far as he was concerned he 
thought the Parasitic Mange Order a bit of humbug, but 
they had to carry it out as best they could. As to dress- 
ing horses before they went out, they should make 
their areas as big as they could and shut their eyes to a 
great deal. He generally told a man to get a pail of 
some insecticide and dip his brush in it when he was 
cleaning his horse ; and he thought this quite sufficient. 
As to the colour tinge Mr. Taylor had referred to, he 
was perhaps a little colour blind, but he could never 

uite get the lavender line, and he was not always satis- 

ed even when he saw the bacilli. He believed that if 

roper representations were made to the Count 
Finesiie as to the seriousness of carcases being left 
about, they would grasp it. In reply to Mr. Bucking- 
ham he should not say it was difficult to obtain copies 
of the Orders. It was a question whether any of the in- 
spectors got all they ought to get. Last year when the 
Suffolk County Conall instituted a parasitic Mange 
Order it was six months before he knew it was in exist- 
ence, and he had to write to the Clerk fora copy. He 
was certain that anyone who required the Orders in 
Norfolk would get them immediately on applying to the 
Clerk, Mr. Davies. 

Mr. BuckincHaM said he was told that not being an 
inspector he was not entitled to them. 

Mr. Surptey said he would like to see somethin 
definite decided upon in regard to the carcase disposa 
question in Suffolk. He thought that the Suffolk 
‘veterinary surgeons ought to do something to get the 
matter settled. They told him not to burn carcases 
under the Order, but he should do it again. 

Mr. Smiru proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Shipley 
for _ paper which was seconded by Mr. Reeman, and 


carried. 
A vote of thanks to the Chairman concluded the 
meeting. S. Smrra, Jun., Hon. See. 


SCOTTISH METROPOLITAN 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The annual meeting was held in the Royal (Dick 
Veterinary College, Edinburgh, on Wednesday, 22n 
February. The President, James Peddie, Esq., Dundee, 
occupied the chair. The following members of the 
Society and visitors were present : Messrs. J. Cameron, 
senr., Berwick ; T. M. Inglis, Forfar ; J. Aitken, junr., 
Dalkeith ; Principal Dewar, Baird, Dr. Bradle , Prof. 
Gofton, and J. Riddoch, Edinburgh ; Wilson, eke : 
sey Kelso; Robertson, Selkirk; T. P. Young, 

1th. 

Visitors: Messrs. Mitchell, Connochie, Junr., Greig, 
Jas. Anderson, Robt. Anderson. 

The Secretary (Prof. Gofton) intimated a 
for absence from the following: Messrs. Hug 
J. Borthwick, and Alexander S. Wallace. 

The Secretary read the miuutes of meeting of the 
Society held on the 26th October, 1910, which were 
unanimously approved of. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 


The SecreTARY and TREASURER read the annual 
financial statement. The income for the past year was 
£13 10s., and there had been carried forward from the 
previous year the sum of £9 6s. 2}d, making the 
total income of £22 16s. 23. The expenditure for 
the year had been £11 11s., leaving a balance of 
£11 5s, 24., an increase of £1 19s. on the sum with 
which the Society had begun the previous year. The 
accounts had been audited by the auditors, Mr. Riddoch 
and Henderson, and they were found to be correct. 

The PRESIDENT said they would all agree that they 
had finished the last year in a healthier condition than 
they had done the year before. 

On the motion of Mr. Hannay, apc Principal 
Dewar, the financial statement was approved of 


New MEMBERS. 


Messrs. WaLLAcE, Arbroath, and ReyNnarp, Perth, 
were elected as members of the Society, on the motion of 
the Secretary, seconded by Principal Dewar. 

Mr. J. GinLRAY McGreEGor was nominated for mem- 
bership of the Society, on the motion of the Secretary, 
seconded by Dr. Bradley. 

Mr. Matcotm Mackay by Mr. Hannay, seconded by 
the Secretary. 

Tue Late Mr. AITKEN. 


Principal Dewar: I think that before proceeding 
with the general business of the meeting, it is but 
right to call attention to the loss’ which the Society 
has sustained since we met last year, indeed within 
the last few days, by the death of Mr. John Aitken, 
of Edinburgh, who was an old member of this Society 
with which he was connected for a great length of 
time. I have known him longer than any of the mem- 
bers present, as we sat together on the same benches as 
students in this College. Mr. Aitken has been called 
away when one would still have expected him to have 
an active life before him, and he has left a widow and a 
large family who I am sure will miss him very much. 
Mr. Aitken was not one of those who have made a great 
noise in the profession, but he has been going out and 
in amongst his clients, and has been appreciated by 
them, and has also moved about amongst his fellow 
citizens, and retained the respect of allto the end. I 
move that we pass a vote of condolence with Mrs. Aitken 
and the family, and that a letter of condolence be sent 
by the Secretary to Mrs. Aitken, and that that letter be 
entered in the minutes. The funeral is fixed for to- 
morrow at three o’clock p.m., and I hope as many mem- 
bers as possible will be present to pay a last tribute to 
our late friend, Mr. Aitken. 


logies 
Begg, 
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The PrestpENT: I rise to support the resolution 
which has been put before you by Prof. Dewar, and I 
endorse everything that was said by him. I knew the 
late Mr. Aitken personally and it was a great grief to 
me to-day to hear, for the first time, of his death. I ask 
you to show your approval in the usual way up- 
standing. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
Jas. PEDDIE, F.R.C.V.S. 


Gentlemen,—My first duty is to thank you for the 
honour you have conferred upon me by electing me as 
your President for the ensuing year. I need hardly tell 
you that I much appreciate this mark of your confidence 
and can assure you I shall do everything posssible to 
further the interests and well-being of our Society. 

We have been exceedingly well served by all our 
office bearers in the past, and I must claim your fullest 
indulgence and support in my effort to lead the Society 
along the rene « harmonious lines it has always 
followed under their guidance. I do not intend to 
weary you with a long address, as we have still a con- 
siderable amount of business to get through including a 
paper by my friend Mr. David Hannay which I feel 
certain will be brimfull of interest and merit, anc will, I 
have no doubt, invoke a good discussion. 

It has always been a source of regret to me that the 
membership of our Society should remain meena | 
stationary, and what is more distressing, that the attend- 
ances show a decrease. The membership of the Society 
during the past three years has stood at forty-four 
subscribing members, and four honorary members, and 
the average attendance has been fifteen. Surely a little 
disappointing, but still more disappointing if we 
compare the average attendance for each year. 
This is what we find. In 1908 the average atten- 
dance at our meetings was 22, in 1909 it had fallen 
to fourteen, and in 1910 to thirteen. What causes have 
been at work to produce this stasis (if I may so use the 
expression) in the membership and the falling off in 
attendances ? 

I have looked very carefully into this question 
during the past year or more, and have made many 
enquiries regarding it, and regret to say that the 
information I have gathered is by no means encourag- 
ing. I cannot, in the course of these remarks, give 
what are in my opinion undoubted causes, as such would, 
Iam afraid, lead me to deliver a diatribe on profess- 
ional ethics generally which would be out of place in an 
address of this kind. I will simply content myself by 
saying that in my judgment there never was in the 
whole history of our profession a greater and more 
cogent need of living up to our motto “ Vis wnita 

fortior” than there is at the present time. That the 

rofession is advancing scientifically and otherwise I 

ve no doubt, but if there was a more tacit under- 
standing and a better undertone of feeling among its 
members I am eee certain it would make much 
more = progress. Combination of the happiest and 
most whole-hearted nature is urgently required in our 
profession, and in no way have we a better opportunity 
of showing this spirit than by taking an active interest 
in our various society meetings and » 4 everything in 
our power to make them a success. he founder of 
the famous Rothschild family is credited with having 
made the following statement—“ A family united can 
face the world.” That this happy unity on the part of 
the Rothschild family has led. to the most successful 
and far-reaching results no one can doubt, and I am 
satisfied that if the veterinary profession elects to march 
in true and hearty combination nothing can stay its 
steady and upward progress. May I ask each member 
of this Society not only to do his utmost to increase the 


membership but to use every effort in his power to in- 
crease the attendances. 

There are many questions of considerable importance 
engaging the minds of the profession at present, but 
time will not permit me to discuss them all, and I must 
aoe deal only with the most important and that 

riefly. 

Certainly first place must be given to the Bill now 
waiting a favourable =_euly to be presented to 
Parliament. This Bill which gives the Council powers 
to levy a tax on its members, in order to enable them 
to carry out the reforms and work necessary for the 
advancement of the profesion ought, I am sure, to meet 
with the hearty approval of all. It is unfortunate that 
that the finances of the Body Corporate are in such an 
unsatisfactory condition, and it is to be hoped the Bill 
will soon become law, so that our Council may be pro- 
vided with the very necessary sinews of war, in order 
that they may effectively carry out many measures for 
the betterment of the profession. An opportunity is 
now being afforded to those who objected to the com- 
pulsory clause in the Bill, of showing their sympathy 
with the needs of the Council by subscribing to the 
funds while they can do so voluntarily. Now that it is 
very clearly understood the Council will gladly accept 
contributions from members towards their Tends, I hope 
to see at no distant date the sums subscribed reaching a 
large and substantial total. 

The scheme dealing with the amalgamation of the 
Societies will be before you for discussion to-day, and I 
need not touch upon it. 

I will conclude these remarks by again asking for 
your hearty assistance and co-operation in furtherin 
the interests of this Society and by assuring you that f 
— do everything in my power to satemali the same 
object. 


Dr. Brapey: It is the custom not to discuss the 
Presidential address but it certainly is the custom, and 
it is a very happy one, to propose a vote of thanks to 
the President for his address. To-day you will all agree 
with me that Mr. Peddie deserves the heartiest vote of 
thanks that we can give him. I ask you in a word to 
accord to Mr. Peddie to hearty vote of thanks for his 
address. (Applause.) 

The PRESIDENT briefly acknowledged the vote. 


ADDITION To RuLEs—Counci. 


The SecRETARY moved that the following addition be 
made to the rules of the Society :— 

“The Council of the Society shall consist of the Presi- 
dent, Vice-presidents, Hon. Secretary and Treasurer, and 
four members, who shall be elected annually. At the 
meetings of the Council four shall form a quorum. 

The duties of the Council shall be :— 

To arrange the order of business at the meetings of 
the Society. 

To review, prior to the meetings of the Society, all 
matters to be dealt with thereat. 

To arrange for papers, demonstrations, etc., to be sub- 
mitted to the Society. 

To deal with such matters as are referred to it by the 
Society, and generally to deal with all matters of an 
urgent character.” 

e said I don’t think this motion will come as a sur- 
prise to anyone in view of the remarks I make on my re- 
election as Secretary and Treasurer in November last. 
The President has given us an idea in his remarks that 
this Society requires something to put a little extra and 
new life into it, and during last year particularly, I was 
convinced, and more than convinced, that unless some 
steps were taken to restore its vitality, we were to be in 
a very sad plight in a very short time. While the for- 


mation of a Council will be a new thing for this Society, 
it is not by any means an experiment. I have been in 
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communication with the Secretaries of other Societies 
and asked them how they found a Council worked— 
whether it improved the work of the Society and 
whether it promoted its interests. The unanimous 
reply was that a Council had been invaluable, both to 
the Society and tothe Secretary. In one instance where 
a Council was formed a few years ago, I was told by the 
Secretary that the Society had taken a new lease of life, 
that its activity had increased, and that the number of 
its members had increased. He attributed that result 
to the increased interest that was taken in the Society 
by the formation of a Council, resulting in each member 
of the Council taking a more personal interest in the 
Society with which he was connected. I simply submit 
this motion, and I do so not necessarily that the pro- 
posed addition to the rules shall be accepted in the form 
submitted. They can be altered if deemed desirable, 
bnt the pro rules seem to me to be a reasonable 
and fair basis for discussion. 

Principal Dewar : I cannot charge myself with carry- 
ing all the rules of this Society in my mind, but it is 
usual, in connection with such an alteration, that some 
notice of motion should be given. I don’t know if the 


Secretary wishes his motion to be carried right off, be- 
cause such a motion is usually suspended between two 
meetings. 

The SEcrRETARY read the rules omauned, and pointed 


out that the peagenen addition to the rules had been 
printed on the billet calling the meeting. 

The PrestpENT: According to the rules we would be 
quite justified in passing this motion to-day. 

Principal Dewar: I merely mentioned the matter to 
keep it in order. If you are satisfied you can carry it 
to-day, I have no objection. 

The PrestpENT: Personally I think the pro 
alteration of our rules is quite a good idea and I welcome 
it, if for no other reason than that they go along wa 
towards helping to give a fillip to our meetings, and 
think the proposed rules will establish a greater interest 
in the Society. The Council will hold meetings and 
that will probably be very much better than leaving the 
whole arrangements with the Secretary. 1 can under- 
stand that it is rather unfortunate for the Secretary to 
find all the business for the meetings and to find writers 
of papers, and if a Council is elected it will be much in 
favour of the Society. I have much pleasure in second- 
ing the resolution. 

Mr. CAMERON supported the motion, which was car 
ried unanimously. 

The Presipent : I declare this resolution duly car- 
ried, and seeing that it has been agreed to, it will follow 
asa necessary corollary that we now elect a Council, and 
T shall be very glad to have nominations. 

Messrs. Cameron, sen., A. Baird, J. Aitken, jun., and 
Dr. Bradley were elected to act as the Council along 
with the office-bearers of the Society. 


AMALGAMATION SCHEME. 


The SecrETary read a letter which he had been send- 
ing out to other Societies regarding the Amalgamation 
Scheme. The letter asked for a definite expression of 
the attitute of the Society towards the scheme at an 
early date, and drew attention to the rules in which 
alterations had been made since the scheme was last 
before the Society. 

Dr. Brap.ey: This is the second time we have had 
the scheme before us, and since the last occasion it has 
been found necessary to try and reconcile the various 
vested interests. Societies necessarily desire to keep as 
independent as may be, and they also quite naturally 
want to keep control over their funds. The alterations 
which have been made in this scheme as contrasted with 
the scheme that was before us previously have the effect 
of reassuring the Societies that their independence, and 
as far as possible their funds, are not in any way inter- 


fered with. The Secretary has called attention to 
certain rules in which oy oe have been made. I need 
not go over all these rules, but I might call attention to 
certain changes. Rule 2 provides—* The objects of the 
Association shall be the promotion and advancement of 
veterinary and allied sciences, the affiliation of local 
Societies (whilst es their independence), and the 
maintenance of the honour and interests of the veteri-. 
nary profession” etc. Of course no one proposed to 
interfere with their independence, butit was thought right 
to set this down in black and white. The objects as stated 
have been somewhat modified in wording, but the 
remain practically the same. Object No. (3) is as_fol- 
lows—* By granting sums of money out of the funds or 
otherwise assisting divisions or branches in the pro- 
vision of scientific demonstrations and lectures, for 
investigating animal diseases, or in other manner pro- 
moting veterinary science.” This is practically the 
slumping together of one or two of the old objects— 
putting them under one heading instead of several. An 
extremely important change was made in Rule, 9 which 
is as follows—“ There shall be two methods of entry 
to the Association—directly or through divisions. Can- 
didates entering yee | shall be proposed by two or 
more members who shall deliver an official application 
form, signed by themselves, to the general secretary. 
Candidates entering through the division shall be 
nominated by the Secretary of the division.” In most 
Societies the question arose—it arose in this Society— 
whether a man would be entitled to belong to a local 
Society without belonging to the National Society, or if 
he belonged to a local Society whether he would be 
forced to pay 10/6 to the National Society. The rule 
has now been enae to provide two modes of entry, 
directly or through the divisions. “ Directly” means 
that one may join the National Society separately from 
any local Society to which he may belong. Entry 
through a division is a matter which is perhaps more 
important to us here, because by entry through the 
division a man is saved something in the way of entry 
money since he pays 7/6 instead of 10/6. Rule 14 was 
altered in its construction merely, but not in its spirit. 
The first sentence of that rule says—“ The Association 
shall consist of central and local affiliated bodies group- 
ed as divisions and branches. The affiliation fee had 
been a difficult matter because there was a wish to pre- 
vent any strain on the finances of the Societies. It was 
decided, therefore, that a purely nominal affiliation fee 
should be exacted. An affiliation fee of 1/- for every 
subscribing member of the division is provided for by 
Rule 16, and it was considered that that payment would 
have no bad effect on the finances ” e any Society. 
Rule 16 also provides that “ Membersentering the Asso- 
ciation directly shall pay an annual subscription of 10/6 ; 
members nominated by the Secretary of a division shall 
pay an annual subscription of 7/6.” While the Society 
pays a capitation fee of 1/-, there is a saving to indi- 
divual members of 3/-. I do not think I need call 
special attention to any of the other rules; they have 
been before us and we have agreed in principle to the 
whole scheme. I would, therefore, urge that this 
Society should help the Committee by saying definitely 
whether it considers that this is an acceptable scheme 
and whether it will fall in with it. If you will do that 
to-day and allow the Committee to give a definite report 
to the National Veterinary Association at Carnarvon 
you will very considerably expedite matters. | think I 
am at liberty to say that the other two Scottish Socie- 
ties are willing to accept this scheme, so if the Scottish 
Metropolitan Society does the same, we shall have a 
united agreement in Scotland, and Scotland is to be one 
of the branches. Cree) 

Mr. Cameron : I have as good a record of attendance 
at the meetings of the National Association as almost 
any member of the profession in Scotland, and I think 
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I have some ideas upon this subject. At the end of one 
of the earlier meetings, after a certain subject had been 
discussed, I made the remark that these ideas were all 
very good, but that they were only pious expressions—- 
there was no power got through them. Now, these 
new rules are just the same pious expressions of 
opinion, but so far as being able to gain any benefit 
through the legislation of the country either to ourselves 
or to agriculture at large through us, there is no 
machinery in these new rules at all. They left out some 
of the most important items in the whole concern. For 
instance, I think it was at the Windermere meeting that 
contagious abortion was discussed, and a resolution was 
—- at the end of the meeting that abortion be 
e a contagious disease—that the Board of Agricul- 
ture should schedule it as a contagious disease and take 
action accordingly, and it was proposed to send copies 
of the resolution to headquarters. Now, that sort of 
procedure was provided for in a good many minor sub- 
jects, but “minor subjects” have disappeared from the 
new rules altogether. Why should we not have rules 
and machinery in our National Association whereby we 
can focus our opinions upon the Government se get 
good results out of it. know quite well that there 
are able members of the National Association, but they 
are quite content, and don’t disturb themselves about the 
revention of disease. I understand that the word 
“National” was to describe the objects of the Asso- 
ciation. But now the word “medical” is put in. 
The medicals don’t put the word “ veterinary ” into the 
name of any of their Associations, and I don’t see any 
need of putting the word “medical” into our name. 
Then why were the words “incorporated or registered ’ 
left out ? and there were other points which, if I had 
time, I could point out. I object to receive these draft 
rules in a lump because they could be very greatly im- 
proved, and I move that we do not approve of them. 

Mr. Hannay: I second the approval of the draft 
rules. It is high time that the profession stood toge- 
ther and helped itself. Mr. Cameron told us some of 
the benefits that might accrue to the Society from cer- 
tain changes in the rules, but unless the Society is 
amalgamated it will never do one bit of good. If Mr. 
Cameron will only remember that unless Societies and 
professions are in azreement and amalgamated with 
each other they never will get one whit from the 
Government. We want money to start with from the 
Government, and if we don’t all side with each other, 
the thing is useless. 

Mr. Cameron: | move that the proposed amended 
rules be not accepted until they have been gone over 
seriatim. Noone can claim to be a greater friend of 
amalgamation and union of the Societies than Iam, and 
that we should have progress, but it is no use having 
a union unless you have the machinery. I pointed out 
that we had the machinery in the old form, and it was 
continued in the previous draft rules submitted, but it 
had now been entirely left out. 

The CuarrMan : I must say Iam a little disappointed 
at the remarks that have fallen from our friend, Mr. 
Cameron, for this reason ; that in the first place I think 
that so far as I can judge, the feeling in this meeting is 
very distinctly in favour of the amalgamation of the 
Societies—in favour of the scheme put fore us to-day. 
I am disappointed because Mr. Cameron in the past 
has seemed to me to take a very clear and admirable 
grasp of the situation in some very obscure positions, 
and it seems to me that he is probably labouring under 
some delusion, because to my mind the draft rules seem 
toembody the very we that Mr. Cameron is clamour- 
ing for, in this respect, that they bring about the union 
in the profession and make the National Veterinary 
Association a body of the very greatest strength and as 


sorry that Mr. Cameron should feel it to be his duty to 
take up the position he has taken up, and in view of 
the discussion that has taken place so far I hope that 
Mr. Cameron will see his way to agree to the rules after 
Dr. Bradley has explained anything to him that he re- 
quires. My hope was that we should send the draft 
orward with the unanimous approval of the Society. 

Mr. Cameron : Would Dr. Bradley explain a 
that have been in operation for the past number of 
ears have all been taken out ? 

Principal Dewar: Is it to be compulsory on every 
member of these Lucal Associations to join the National 
Association ? 

Dr. BrapLey: No. 

The CHAIRMAN: It seems to me a little odd that 
members who are joining the National Association 
directly should pay one fee, and that those joining a 
body such as ours should be charged a modified fee. 

Dr. BrapLey: It will encourage members to join 
local societies. 

Mr. Witson : I have read through all these rules and 
I think that they answer their purpose very well. I am 
very much in favour of the amalgamation scheme being 
carried through, but I have a difficulty under Rule 16 
as to the affiliation fee of one shilling. Now, if all sub- 
scribing members of a division were not members of the 
National Association, would the Secretary have to pay 
one shilling for them or would he only have to pay one 
shiiling for those who joined the National Association. 
Then under the officers of the Society, the word 
“Council” has been missed out. 

Dr. BrapLey: That is an omission of a comma be- 
tween “Council” and “Treasurer.” 

Mr. Cameron : A quorum for the Council, but no 
quorum for the Provisional Committee. 

Mr. Witson : How many members has the shilling to 
be paid for, because it will make a considerable differ- 
ence to the Society. Half of them might be members 
of the National Association and the Society might have 
to pay one shilling for the others. 

tr Henperson : As to Rule 2, sub-division 2, does 
this mean publication of an independent journal, or 
through an ordinary journal, and what machinery 
exists to do that? Will these publications cost extra? 

Mr. Barrp: Iam in complete accord with the idea 
of amalgamation, and I hope the draft rules will be 
carried unanimously. 

Mr. Cameron: I quite agree with the 1/- subscrip- 
tion. Supposing we are a forward Society, and that we 
take up some subject and wish it to be taken up by 
the whole nation, at present we have no means of 
doing so, but if we were amalgamated we would discuss 
the subject and formulate resolutions on it and the 
subject would be taken up by the whole of the Pro- 
vincial Associations and it would be sent on to the 
National Association. They would take the matter up 
and we would hope that they would come to some 
conclusion. The local society should contribute this 
1/- as it would be the only expense, and I quite ap- 
prove of it. 

Mr. Younc : I would call attention to Rule 59, be 
cause this rule might cover what Mr. Cameron wants. 
It is provided there that it shall be quite competent 
to make new rules. It is desirable to have unity in 
the first place, and anything else that is wanted could 
be got afterwards. 

Mr. Cameron : I quite agree with that. That would 
be a saving clause, but some members might want as few 
rules as possible. The minor subjects were in the draft 
rules before, and I see no reason why they should not 
be in the amended ones now. 

Dr. BrapLey: I am very sorry that Mr. Cameron 
objects so strongly to the deletion of the old rule regard- 
ing “minor” subjects The old rule 59 was weak, be- 


such will represent the profession, and its voice will be 
heard with advantage to the profession. lam somewhat 


cause it provided that voting should take place on 
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subjects upon which no discussion was ible. The 
suggested rules provide for the consideration of all 
subjects without restriction to “major” or “minor” 
subjects, and it allows them to be discussed fully. The 
presence of a Branch Council and a General Council 
surely means that there is sufficient machinery to pro- 
mote anything that is for the benefit of the veterinar 
rofession. The last five words of the section to whic 

r. Henderson has referred provide for publication “as 
the Council may determine.” Whatever publication is 
made, whether it is the same as in the past or differ- 
ent, there will be no extra expense to the members. 
As to Rule 16 the affiliation fee will be payable 
for all subscribing members of a local society. If you 
take a concrete example and not merely possibilities 
you will find that this will be an advantage to the 
members as well as to the Society as a whole. One 
hopes that by almost compelling the members of the 
National Association to be members of local societies, 
the local bodies will be very materially benefitted. Of 
course there is no compulsion on a member of the 
National Association to join through a local society, 
but by so doing he saves 3/-. 

Mr. Cameron: I claim a little more fair play from 
Dr. Bradley. I said that at the Windermere meeting 
the subject of contagious abortion was sages of in 
a paper, and it was voted on at the end of the meeting. 

e resolution as a matter of course did not require any 
consideration at all, and that rule has worked perfectly 
well all along. It only wanted to be extended a little. 
I can admit that Rule 59 is weak and that it required a 
little amending. It required to state that minor subjects 
shail be questions, resolutions, or motions. That was 
what it required to be, and a vote had to be taken, and 
I maintain that my contention is thoroughly satisfactory. 
Tf the old rule was weak it required to be amended and 
extended. 

The CuarrMaNn: That is exactly what Dr. Bradley 
has laid before you ; the Committee have done the very 
thing you desire ; they have strengthened the rule. The 
rule before defeated itself, but now as it has been 
amended ; the Committee have widened its scope and 
brought it exactly into accordance with your views. 

Mr. Cameron : I have been at the meetings too often, 
and know about it. Minor subjects are eliminated in 
the programme altogether. 

e CHAIRMAN : The matter has been open for dis- 
cussion. Dr. Bradley moves that we accept these 
amended rules, and that motion was seconded by Mr. 
Hannay. Mr. Cameron moves that we do not accept 
them in the lump. Is there any seconder of the 
amendment ? 

No seconder was found for Mr. Cameron’s amend 
ment. 

The CrrarrMan : It is left to me to declare that the 
rules are submitted to this Association and have been 
carried. I would be very glad if Mr. Cameron could 
see his way to express his approval of them and so 
make the acceptance absolutely unanimous. Those 
rules have been prepared by a very large body of men 
who are quite au fait with the profession in all its 
phases and aspects. Everything has been so carefully 
considered that if it were for nothing but the Council 
and the Committee and the time they have devoted for 
the good of the Association, Mr. Cameron should fall 
into line with other members of the Society, but at any 
rate I declare that this Society approves of the rules. 

Dr. Braptey: [I can assure Mr. Cameron that no 
effort has heen spared by the Committee to bring about 
the things he desires, and I can assure him that these 
rules when pnt into force will ensure his desires and 
possibly more. I should be extremely 7 if Mr. 
Cameron were to persist in his dissent, especially as we 
all see the need of amalgamation and the difficulty is 
only a matter of wording, 


Mr. Cameron : No one desires more than I do that 
the amalgamation should be accomplished and that we 
should get ay ees results from it and it is simply 
because they have taken out machinery that was useful 
that I object. My objection does not prevent amalga- 
mation from taking ~ but I simply object to that 
rule being abolished. 

The Secretary: The substance of the matter is that 
the Committee in drafting these rules have substituted 
new and better machinery for old established machinery 
that did not work well. 

Mr. Cameron : I have no objection to amalgamation, 
but the rules are not as they should be. I see no 
reason why I should resign from the amendment. 

The motion was carried with one dissentient, viz., Mr. 
Cameron. 


NUCLEIN: ITS USE IN STRANGLES AND 


PNEUMONIA. 
By Davin HANNAY, M.R.C.v.S.. Kelso. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—When asked to con- 
tribute a short paper to the Society, it was suggested to 
me that I should give some details as to the origin, 
actions, and uses of Nuclein, with notes on a few cases 
in which I have used it with success. 

Nuclein is a constituent of healthy blood serum, the 
bactericidal properties of which are attributed to its 
presence, and is also the chief ingredient of the nuclei of 
cells, being, it is believed, the vital principle upon 
which the cell is dependent for growth and power of 
epee It is also met with in vegetable cells. 

‘or medicinal purposes it is derived from yeast. 

Chemistry. It isa compound of proteid substances 
with nucleic acid obtained by means of artificial diges- 
tion, from pus corpuscles, spermatozoa of various ani- 
mals, testicles, thyroid gland, yolk of eggs, yeast, liver, 
brain, milk, ete. 
Pus. 

0 49°58 

H. 710 
N. 15°02 13°09 

2°28 9°59 1°89 

Hoppe-Segler’s classification, as modified by Halli- 
burton, is :— 

1. Nucleins containing no proteid, synonymous with 
nucleic acid. 

2. Nucleins rich in Nucleic acid, and in reaction 
similar to it; these oceur in the chromatic fibres of 
nuclei. 

3. Nuclein’s 
nucleoli. 

4. Nucleins with very little Nucleic acid, chiefly pro- 
teid, and pass gradually toward proteids containing no 
phosphorus. These occur in the nuclei of cells, in milk, 
mi yolk, the alendrone grain of plants, and cell proto- 
plasin. 

Nueleins are characterised by the large amount of 
phosphorus they contain, this being in the form of 
nucleic acid. They are insoluble in dilute acids, but 
soluble In dilute alkalies, and thus resist peptic diges- 
tion, and so can be distinguished from most other pro- 
teid bodies. 

Actions.—Nuclein is a powerful germicide. Its ad- 
ministration is followed by an increase in the number 
of leucocytes in some cases to about 75 percent. It 
improves general nutrition and increases the natural 
resistance of the body to disease. 

Uses.—It is used in combination with metals, such as 
mercury, silver, and copper as germicides in surgical 
cases. 

The solution used is obtained from yeast and is puri- 
fied from albumin ; it contains 25 per cent. of Nucleic 
acid with » small amount of Trikresol as a preservative, 


Sperm of salmon. Human brain 
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poorer in Nucleic acid--occur in the 
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_ It may be given by mouth, or hypodermically, or 
intravenously. The solution has been used in influenza, 

—e, pneumonia, distemper in dogs, and other 
iseases, 


Case I.—STRANGLEs. 


I had two cases under treatment at the one place’ 
and was called: to see one of them which was said to be 
very ill. I found the temperature 106 F., respirations 
55, and pulse 62. The horse was very weak and his 
breathing was dyspneic. I gave him a febrifuge in 
bolus, and ordered him to be well wrapped up, leaving 
an electuary containing P. digitalis, 3ss. to the dose. 
Next morning he looked worse, being very weak. The 
temperature 106°2F., pulse 70. I injected subcutane- 
ously 20c.c. nuclein solution, and also 1 gr. strychnine. 
Some eight hours afterwards he looked easier, the tem- 
perature had fallen to 104F. I gave him another grain 
of strychnine. The next day his temperature was 103°2 F., 
so I gave him another 20 c.c. nuclein sol. The tempera- 
ture was 101 F., pulse 40 next morning, while his respira- 
tions were easier, and a good discharge of muco- 
—— matter was coming away from the nostrils. 

abscess looked ripe, so I opened it. From this time 
he made a quick recovery. 

Two cases of the mild form of strangles were also 
treated with good results. 


II.—PNEuMONIA. 


Subject was a hunter, said to have had a cold for 
some time. His temperature was 105 F., pulse 80, and 
respirations 40, the breathing being bronchial in charac- 
ter ; 20c.c. of nuclein was given, and a hypodermic in- 
jection, digitalin 1-10 gr., strychnine } gr. 

Next day temp. was 102 F., pulse 45, respirations 40, 
so I gave some quinine in bolus and sodw hypersulph. in 
the drinking water. 

The third morning his temperature was up to 105 
again, so nuclein was resorted to again. 

The fourth day temperature 103, when a third dose 


was given. 

On the fifth day the temperature was 100, pulse 38, 
and respirations easier, whilst a discharge was coming 
from the nostrils. good recovery was made from this 
point. 

I hala similar case at the same place some weeks 
later, which only required one dose to reduce the tem- 
perature, but I was able to treat this animal from the 
onset. 

III.—INFLUENzA. 


Subject was a hunter, newly bought in ; he showed 
signs of weakness and depression, his temperature was 
107, pulse 60. Muscular tremors were present, and as 
there was diarrhwa I concluded that he had been ill 
before his arrival at the stables. I injected nuclein and 
1 gr. strychnine. 

At night the temperature fell to 102, but the pulse 
was 70. 

Next morning temperature was 104, pulse 40, so I gave 
another dose of nuclein. 

The next day showed temperature 102 F., and I gave 
in bolus Pot. nit. Jiii., and Sod. hyposulph. Zvi. During 
this illness swellings appeared in the dependent parts, 
which I treated with a cardiac tonic. 

This case made a good recovery, but has a grunt, 
which may be the result of the illness. 


IV.—Purrura H#MoRRHAGICA. 
Subject, a pony. No history of previous illness. 
Anima] was off his feed, temperature 103, nostrils showed 
petechie. I gave a febrifuge (quinine in bolus), 


prescribed usual treatment. 
_ Next day the head was abnormally swollen, also one 


fore leg. 


gave more febrifuges in bolus. 


The third day-hind legs swollen and head worse, while 
all the dependent parts were swollen. 

The fourth day the head was better but limbs worse, 
while necrosis of the skin at the elbows and fetlocks 
had taken may ; the appetite was entirely lost. I gave 
20 c.c. nuclein, and strychnine and digitalis hypodermi- 


cally. 

The fifth day showed no improvement, so another dose 
of nuclein was given. 

Treatment was continued on the usual lines, in a few 
days the animal was easier, the swellings gradually dis- 
appeared, and the — returned. Good progress 
was made and a complete recovery was got. 

Comments.—As all the cases were particularly bad 
ones, and the recovery in each case was from the time of 
injection of nuzlein, the results justify a trial being given 
to a drug which is, in my humble opinion, in advance of 
any of the methods of treatment I have yet seen used. 


Discussion. 


The CHarrMAN: I compliment Mr. Hannay on the 

per which he has read and which I am sure will be 
interesting to all present. I entirely agree with Mr. 
Hannay’s observations on the use of nuclein. I have 
been using it for a considerable time back, especially in 
distemper, with the most brilliant results. me time 
ago I published a paper in one of the journals on the 
use of nuclein, and since then I have treated a number 
of cases with results equal to those I mentioned in the 
article. I had a case recently and decided to use 
nuclein, but the local chemist to whom I applied for 
some veterinary nuclein, told me that the supply had 
run out. There was no alternative but to use haman 
nuclein, and I put the animal on two ounce doses daily 
by the mouth with the most es results. It was 
a most acute case of purpura hemorrhagica in a mare. 
She had had a bad cold and apparently had recovered 
from it when this condition developed. The head was 
swelled up like that of a hippopotamus, and the tem- 
perature was 1056F. That mare has had two ounces 
of human nuclein daily, and the only other medicine 
was a mixture of quinine and perchloride of iron and 
some aromatic sulphuric acid in drachm doses twice 
daily. After the first two or three days the appetite 
improved and she is now making a good recovery. It 
is stated that nuclein produces leucocytosis, but Tiss 
not had a blood count made before the animals had 
nuclein, I have taken it for granted that it does produce 
this condition. From a practical point of view, in an 
infectious disease like distemper, oul le this case of pur- 
pura hemorrhagica, the results are most encouragin 
and I am inclined to go on using it more freely than 
have done in the past. 

The Chairman had to leave the meeting at this point, 
and Mr. Inglis was appointed to the Vice-chair. 

Mr. HENDERSON : Has Mr. Hannay ever used nuclein 
alone? In the cases he had given he has used it along 
with other drugs. I have to thank Mr. Hannay very 
much for his paper. 

The Secretary: It is very gratifying to me as 
Secretary to find that the younger members of the 
Society are so willing to assist in carrying on our meet- 
ings, and to bring forward subjects for discussion. My 
experience in nuclein is not extensive, but I would like 
to ask Mr. Hannay if he has found swellings develop at 
the site of injection. In my first trial of nuclein on a 
case of purpura a large swelling developed at the site of 
injection. On the following day a second injection was 
given on the opposite side with a similar result. These 
swellings were not painful, and extended for from six to 
eight or nine inches round the place of injection. It was 
the only case in which I saw that result from the use of 
nuclein, in every other case in which I have used it I 


have had satisfactory results. I used nuclein recently in 
a case of very acute synovitis affecting a hock joint. The 
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animal was very lame, and one gets an idea of the local 
condition when I mention that the animal for a fort- 
night had a temperature of 105 degrees. Twice I tapped 
the joint and drew off a turbid synovia, but no im- 
provement was made until nuclein was given. The 
animal ultimately made a good recovery. e all know 
the unsatisfactory results that one gets from some of 
these cases. If in one case good results have followed 
the nuclein, it leads one to hope that equally good 
results may be got in others. 

Mr. Cameron: Not only have I no practical ex- 
perience of nuclein, but I have no theoretical knowledge 
regarding its history. Surely some person would have 
been experimenting on it if it were well known such as 
our Professors in our Veterinary Colleges of the Brown 
Institution, from whom we could get reliable data. 
Surely the Anti-Vivisection Society would not object to 
such a small experiment. 

Mr. Barrp: | have just to express the pleasure I have 
had in hearing Mr. Hannay’s paper. It is good for us to 
hear about those new drugs, and after hearing of it I 
shall use it in cases such as those mentioned by Mr. 
Hannay. I did not quite catch the dose in distemper. 
All the cases stated by Mr. Hannay have been success- 
ful. Has he had any failures at any other time ? 

Mr. Witson : I have used nuclein in connection with 
cattle practice occasionally, and sometimes after hypoder- 
mic injection there is a tremor. You would actually 
think that the cattle had had a bad chill. The tremor 
appears in a few minutes after the nuclein has been 
given. I never saw any subcutaneous swelling in the 
case of a cow. 1 believe nuclein has the effect in diseases 
due to micso-organisms of killing them out through some 

rocess or other, possibly by the increase in the 
leucocytes, but I believe it has a very reducing effect 
on the animal’s system. It takes a lot of vitality out 
of a cow, and it would have a greater value if something 
could be got to counteract these effects. I have to 
thank Mr. Hannay for his paper. 

The CHAIRMAN said: We are very much indebted to 
Mr. Hannay for his able paper. I intend to give nuclein 
a good trial this year. I have given it toa foal’s suffer- 
ing from pyaemic arthritis with good results. 

Mtr. Witson : What dose would you give to a foal ? 

The CuHarrMan: The foal got hypodermically from 
forty to sixty minims of veterinary solution. 

r. Hannay: I was very pleased to hear that the 
Chairman had got such results. The dose should 
be two minims per pound body weight of the ordinary 
veterinary solution. I was pleased to hear of the suc- 
cessful case of purpura hemorrhagica, because it con- 
firms my own case, which was the only one I have had. 
Mr. Wilson asked me if I used nuclein alone in any 
case. In my first case I used nothing but nuclein, 
barring one dose of quinine which did no good. That 
was the first case of strangles. I also gave digitalis to 
support the heart, and one or two grains of strychnine, 
so I think the nuclein did some P= I am sorry Mr. 
Cameron has not tried nuclein. It would pay him, as his 
clients would think that he was a wizard. As to Pro- 
fessor Gofton’s case of swelling, in my case of strangles, 
the nuclein did cause swelling in the side, and I was 
sent for with the message that the animal was shiverin 
to death. I went to see him later and found he was al 
right. Next re ° I gave him another injection and 
it swelled +: on the side, but that went away very 
quickly and he got better. Of course the swelling had 
to do with the glands. As to twitching, I have found it 
often in testing cows with tuberculin, and I don’t know 
whether that is common or not. I would give a grain 
of strychnine and that would counteract the weakness. I 
have given you all the cases in which I have used 
nuclein, but I prefer to use a tonic when I am giving 
it, though you never give that unless the animal is 


and the members present for their kind hearing and 
criticism. 

The Secretary: I move a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Hannay. The remarks made by the members show that 
his paper has been appreciated. 

r. CAMERON seconded. 

The motion was to. 

Mr. Hannay: I thank you for your vote of thanks, 
and I shall be pleased to do anything for the Society in 


future. (Applause. 
A. Gorton, Hon. Sec. 


NORTH OF SCOTLAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The half-yearly meeting was held on Saturday, 11th 
Feb., iv the Agricultural Department, Marischal College, 
Aberdeen, when the following members were present : 
Vet.-Capt. Clement Baxter, Elgin, President ; Messrs. 
Anderson, Keith : Brown, Banchory ; Cumming, Peter- 
culter ; Howie, Alford, Hon. Sec.; Murray, Cullen ; 
Marsden, Banff ; Morrison, New Deer ; Marshall, Aber- 
deen; Niven, Kintore; McPherson, Huntly; wath 
Tarland ; Skinner, Oldmeldrum ; Watson, Aberchirder ; 
— New Aberdour. Visitor: Prof. Gofton, Edin- 

urgh. 

Apologies for absence were intimated from Messrs. 
Peddie and McLauchlan Young. 

The minutes of the last meeting were taken as read 
and confirmed. 

Mr. Apam Kerr, Ellon, was nominated for member- 
ship on the motion of Mr. Skinner, seconded by Mr. 
Morrison. 

_ A letter from the Royal Sanitary Institute asking the 
Society to send a deputy to the forthcoming Congress 
was allowtd to lie on the table. 


Meat INsPEctTIon. 


The following report by Mr. Skinner of a meeting 
held in Edinburgh was read. 

“On behalf of the North of Scotland V.MS. I 
yesterday (October 31) attended the meetings re meat 
inspection in Ediuburgh. The preliminary meeting in 
the Guild Hall was a very warm one indeed. Baillie 
Russell, of Glasgow, took the chair, and called for 
nomination of speakers in support of the petition to 
Lord Pentland, Secretary of State for Scotland. It was 
very soon evident that the members of the deputation 
(50 to 60) were not all sailing in the same boat. They 
all agreed that an uniform standard of meat inspection 
was greatly to be desired, but the question of the addi- 
tion of a veterinary surgeon to the staff of the Local 
Government Board met with bitter opposition, chiefly, 
I may say, at the hands of the partisans of “lay in- 
spectors. This party suggested that the standard wished 
for should be devised or promulgated by the Local 
Government Board, by the aid of any machinery that 
body thought best. Meeting No. 1 therefore ended 
amidst confusion and chaos. 

The second meeting was of a more orderly “—, 
Baillie Russell again being chief spokesman. Lo 
Pentland gave them a very gracious hearing, and after 
having heard such men as Baillie Russell, Mr. Scot 
Plummer for the Highland and Agricultural “ey 
Ex-Provost Keith for the convention of Burghs, Mr. 
Glendinning for the Scottish Chamber of iculture, 
and Treasurer Baxter, expressed their views, which were 
in favour of a permanent veterinary surgeon on the 
staff of the Local Government Board, and County 
Councillor Scott, of Lanark, Prof. Matthews Hay, Sir 
John MeVail gave their opinions indefinite. His Lord- 
ship cupeemned | his agreement with the terms of the 


the Chairman for his kind words, ' Glasgo 


w resolution, and said that under Section 3 of 
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the proposed Dairies (Scotland) Bill (although at present 
in abeyance was not lost sight of), the requirements 
pag be met in meat inspection as well as that of 
Mr. Skinner was unanimously thanked for attendin 
the meeting, and it was agreed that his expenses shoul 
be paid out of the funds of the Society. 

rof. Gorron introduced the subject of the reconsti- 
tution of the National Veterinary Association and 
union of the Societies, and at some length and with 
great detail explained the rules as amended and pro- 
posed by he Cenaeilen of the National Veterinary 
Association. 

After a full and free discussion of the various altera- 
tions in the rules as ny | last agenues, the Society 
unanimously agreed to adopt and support the scheme 
as now presented. Prof. Gofton was thanked for com- 
ing north to explain the scheme. 


-PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
Vet.-Capt. Baxter, Elgin. 


Mr. Chairman and fellow members,—The subject of 
this address is Veterinary Ethics. Ethics may be defined 
as a system of rules for regulating the actions of men, 
and have vuzzled philosophers at all times. 

Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle were content to take 
common opinion—the current morality of the time—as 
a sufficient basis, but later criticism sometimes refuses 
to accept a standard which varies in different stages of 
civilisation, and even among different classes of the same 

ple living at the same time; yet no undisputed 
oundation for ethics than the better kind of current 
opinion has been proposed. 
~ In the relation of a practioner towards his colleagues 
he should obey that golden rule “ Whatsoever ye would 
that men should do to you, do ye even so to them.” 

The duty that a man owes to the profession of which 
he is a member is one of the highest he is called upon to 
fulfil, as his obligations to his country can alone be 
allowed to have greater claims upon him. He should 
take a proper pride in his calling, and disparage it 
neither by word nor deed, but try to increase the public 
esteem in which it is held by good and worthy deeds. 

His life should be discreet and sober, avoiding excess 
or extravagance in dress and demeanour. He should 
support, according to his means, those organisations 
which promote professional interests—such as_ societies 
which provide opportunities for peeing his fellow prac- 
titioners and discussing professional subjects of interest, 
and the benevolent funds which, by a small annual 
sacrifice, afford help to any of his brethren who through 
ill health or old age are unable to pursue their calling, 
or in case of death to relieve necessitous widows and 
and children. 


He should regard with respect the duly constituted | pape 


professional body set over him by the law of his coun- 
try, and by those Societies of which he is voluntarily a 
member. He should respect professional opinion, and 
not stand aloof from movements to promote the interests 
of his profession. If unable to agree with a course 
adopted by a majority, he should not rush into print by 
writing letters to the newspapers, but should confine 
poy roan to those professional journals which are open 
im. 

No practitioner should seek publicity by advertise- 
ment except in certain recognised ways, as to do so is 
to attempt to get practice by other than the legitimate 
means of proficiency in his profession, and skill or 
success in dealing with patients. Practically the only 
thing allowed is the door plate, which should not be of a 
arge size, and should only contain the name of the prac- 
titioner and “ veterinary surgeon.” 

There are practitioners in the present day who instead 
of designating themselves veterinary surgeons, style 


themselves “canine,” or “canine and feline” surgeons, 
as though they were superior beings, very different from 
veterinary practitioners. There are some practitioners 
who make wrongful use of the title “Professor,” of 
which we have a few notable instances. This is mostl 
done by those practitioners who at some period of their 
early professional career have lectured at a veterinary 
or other College for two or three years on some of the 
minor subjects. According to the dictionary, a Pro- 
fessor is a teacher of the highest rank at a University 
College or similar institution. To my mind there should 
be a rule or law inhibiting these quondam teachers at a 
Veterinary College from taking to themselves the title 
of Professor when going into private practice, whereb 
they score an undue ps eee over their fellow practi- 
tioners in the mind of the public. Advertisements for 
employment as a partner, or as an assistant or locum 
tenens, should only appear in professional journals In 
transferring a practice, or commencing or ending a 
practice, or moving to another house, it is usual and 

roper to send out a circular giving this information, but 
it should only be sent to bona fide clients. 

It is not uncommon for practitioners to be asked to 
deliver lectures on professional subjects—a practice 
which is open to abuse, as the lecturer may draw the 
attention of his audience to his own ability to treat 
certain diseases or to perform certain operations, such 
as cryptorchid operations. 

In passing, I may refer to the veterinary editors of 
agricultural newspapers, where for one penny per week 
any farmer or stockowner may get all the information 
he requires provided he sends a fairly good ¢escription 
of the symptoms the sick or lame animal is showing. 
This information is not given in a general way, but in 
the plainest of language—each medicine, its proper 
dosage and vehicle or liniment and application is given, 
so as to enable the correspondent to do the necessary 
doctoring himself and so save him having to call ina 
veterinary surgeon. I am of opinion that the practi- 
tioner who takes the post of veterinary editor of an 
agricultural paper is untrue to his profession, and should 
be struck off the Register as guilty of conduct disgrace- 
ful in a professional respect. 

If advertising were allowed, the richer man, who 
could afford to advertise, would get an undue advantage 
over his poorer brethren. There would be a lowering of 
the cemtend of the profession, and the scientific practi- 
tioner would be elbowed out by the bolder commercial 

ractitioner, whose one idea is to make money, and who 
requently is nota trustworthy adviser. We have a few 
of these bold men—I cannot call them gentlemen—who: 
dearly love to get in behind us at a case, and are not. 
above running down our treatment and holding up their 
own. 

There are ways of advertising other than in the 
rs— 

(1) The owning and travelling of entire horses in the 
district of another practitioner, so that the groom can 
give the necessary little bit of “ puffing.” 

(2) The going over on market days and standing in the 
market place of the town in which a neighbouring prac- 
titioner resides. 

(3) Having farmer or other agents who canvas for 
colts for castration on the borders of their practice and 
— the borders of their neighbour’s practice from his 
clients. 

4) Judging at shows. 

very man who desires to succeed in general practice 
should be an assistant for two years or more, as in this 
capacity he has an opportunity to learn habits which are 
important, and practical which cannot be 
gained at college. An assistant should sign an agree- 
ment not to practice within a certain radius for a reason- 
able time after leaving. The same applies to those 
acting as locum tenens for a period. A good assistant 


| 
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makes a good partner. Petty annoyances which an 
assistant has to bear differ only in degree from what 


gaa have to expect, and discipline themselves to 
r. 


ea! 
In _ of the improvement in the instruction given 
in teaching schools, and the longer curriculum, it is im- 

ible to attain to a perfect knowledge, a consultation 
is therefore often necessary, which may be held with an 
expert, but more often it is with a neighbouring prac- 
titioner, probably a senior, who should be of good re- 
pute. At consultations it is usual for the practitioner to 
give an outline of the case and its history to the consul- 
tant before the latter sees the patient. He then intro- 
duces his client to the consultant who sees and examines 
the patient as he thinks proper, but as a rule should 
avoid giving his opinion of the case until he has com- 
pleted his examination, when he should retire with the 
attending practitioner to consult, and afterwards the 
consultant announces the result to his client. A con- 
sultant having once seen a case has no claim to be called 
in again, nor do repeated visits alter his position. He 
should not make trivial changes in treatment, but when 
possible to do so should approve of what has been done 
and either do nothing, or suggest a supplementary treat- 
ment. Asarule a consultation is held because a case 
is not progressing, and fresh suggestions are welcomed, 
a consultant should not call upon the client or enquire 
about the patient except through the attending prac- 
titioner. 

It is an old and established custom that a newly 
arrived practitioner should call upon his professional 
neighbours within a certain radius, and it is an act of 
courtesy which establishes his riz ht to social recognition. 

It is the duty of every practitioner to keep up his know- 
ledge while he is in practice by reading and study. He 
should take in one or more of the moon he we journals 
per week, and from time to time obtain works of 
reference to which he may apply when called upon to 
treat cases with which he is not familiar. 

A poe should not read controversial subjects 
which would tend to cause division in his profession, but 
should take to himself the advice of a certain Bishop 
over the Border, who said, “ Keep no companionships, 
join no associations, nurse no thoughts, read no journals 
or books which tend to set men against one another 
instead of with one another.” By taking the Bishop’s 
advice we would be carrying out the second rule of this 
Society, “The establishing, promoting, and maintaining 
id good and friendly understanding amongst its mem- 
rs. 


Mr. SKINNER congratulated Mr. Baxter on the ex- 
cellence of his address, and said it augured well for the 
Society that it should have such a worthy President for 
the year now entered upon. Mr. Skinner then vacated 
chair in favour of the new President. 


FurtHer Report oN EXPERIMENTS WITH 
TIN” AND “ ANTI-ABORTION.” 


By Mr. Wm. McPaerson—Huntry. 


“ ABOR- 


‘ will remember our last 
ing ve a paper on contagious abortion in cattle. 
with ” and “ Anti-abortion.” y 

The abortin test which is used in a way similar to 
that which is followed in the tuberculin test, was 
applied to 35 pregnant cows, with a view to finding out 
if they were to abort or not. The experiments proved 
that the abortin test was reliable as a diagnostic agent. 

At the close of the paper I mentioned that of six clean 
non-p' nt three had been treated with Anti-abor- 
tion while the other three were left to take their 
chance, and that I would report the result at this meet- 
ing. e result is that of the three treated with Anti- 


abortion two became pregnant, and calved in due time, 
while the third turned out a “buller.” The three cows 
which were not treated with anti-abortion turned out 
exactly in the same way—two became pregnant and 
— their calves full time, while the third was a 
uller. 

In the next experiment eight cows which were infected 
with contagious abortion were taken, four treated with 
anti-abortion, and four left to take their chance. It 
turns out that all these eight cows became pregnant. 
Seven of them carried their calves full time or are to 
drop just now, while the eighth cow, which is in an ad- 
vanced stage of tuberculosis, aborted her calf a month 
before time. 

It will therefore be seen that nothing definite has come 
out of the anti-abortion treatment in these experiments, 
but I ain of opinion that they should be repeated on a 
larger scale. 


The members present expressed their indebtedness to 
Mr. McPherson for his very careful conduct of the 
experiments and his trouble in placing the results before 
the Society, and generally discussed the great problem 
of contagious abortion, all agreeing that many further 
experiments were desirable. 

t was unanimously agreed that at the summer meet- 
ing a new departure for this Society would be taken, 
namely, a practical demonstration of the ventricle 
stripping operation for roaring. The Secretary informed 
the members that Prof. Gofton, Edinburgh, had very 
kindly consented to come north to conduct the 
operation. 

After hearty votes of thanks to the retiring President 
and to the new President, a very pleasant and instructive 
meeting came to a close. 

Grorce Hon. Sec. 


Shire Horse Society—Suggested Registration 
of 6yr-olds. 


At the Council meeting of the Shire Horse Society, 
in response to the invitation of the Chairman for any 
suggestion or ‘ee by members for the consideration 
of the Council, Mr. J. R. Morris, of Wellington, Salop 
read a lengthy document urging that, as a member of 
twenty-five years’ standing, he had taken considerable 
interest in trying to breed some of the best Shire horses, 
but his difficulty was to get at sound and soundly-bred 
stallions. He welcomed the registration scheme of the 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, but thought that the 
Shire Horse Society ought to go further. He would like 
to see started a second Stud Bock—he would call it a 
sort of House of Lords or Upper Chamber—to which he 
would elevate all mares and stallions which were passed 
as sound at six years old. No younger or unsound 
animal should be accepted. In his view, the prize- 
winning three and four year olds were the greatest 
sinners. These colts—prize-winners, and costing a lot 
of money—were generally ensured of a good season, and 
thereby entrapped all their best mares, whose foals in- 
herited their unsoundness, which was again transmitted 
to the next generation of unsoundly-bred prize-winners. 
It was common knowledge that the three and four year 
old prize-winners in London rarely held their eal as 
six and seven year olds. The tenant-farmer required 

rotection for his valuable mares, but the scheme would 
benefit them all, as in time those animals in the second 
Stud Book would be enhanced in value, and the pro- 
ssive farmer, even with the larger fee, would ensure a 
igger price for his foals from his mares registered in the 
second Stud Book. But the admission of the produce 
of such registered parents would only be permissible if 
the produce in due course complied with its require- 
ments. Mr. Morris placed some of the blame on those 
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judges for not leaning more favourably to good old 
stallions and mares, and by giving young animals the 
champion prizes before these have passed the critical 
period of their lives. They had often seen it done, and 
— given to young animals with a bit better 
loom, over an old horse as fresh as a four-year-old. It 
was the latter horse they should encourage. To eradicate 
unsoundness should now be their endeavour, and that, 
in his opinion, was only possible by selection and regis- 
tration of the fittest in a second Stud Book. Penalties 
should be rn such as a fine of £10 a mare for all 
mares served bya stallion known to bea shiverer, and 
expulsion from the Society of owners of both stallion 
and mare knowingly using or breeding from a shiverer. 
By the means suggested, he believed that they would 
enable breeders to find the stallions they wanted, and 
that at the end of the next thirty years of the Society’s 
existence they would have produced the finest draught 

horse of the world. 
On the suggestion of the Chairman, Mr. Morris 
to refer the whole question to the Council for 

eir consideration. 


Resignation of the Principal, Royal (Dick) 
j Veterinary College. 


We understand that at a meeting of the Board of 
Management of the Royal (Dick) Veterinary a. 
held on Wednesday, a letter was intimated from Mr. 
J. R. U. Dewar, resigning his position, as from the end 
of the present session, of Principal of the College. The 
resignation was accepted, and ordered to be minuted. 
Principal Dewar, who is one of the best known veteri- 
nary men in Scotland, has been associated with the 
teaching staff of the College for the last nineteen years. 


handing over the management of the College to the new 
Board, the Town Council voted to Principal Dewar an 
honorarium of £100 in recognition of their appreciation 
of the way he had performed his duties when the insti- 
tution was under their care. Principal Dewar is veteri- 
nary adviser to the Town Council in its capacity of 
Local Authority, and to the Board of Agriculture, and 
these positions he still proposes to retain —Scotsman. 


Donations to R.C.V.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons desires to acknowledge the receipt of further 
donations to the College funds, from Messrs. 


R. Cockburn, Eastwood, Notts. £1 10 
Capt. E. 8. Gillett, a.v.c., India 110 
R. Herbert, Rochdale 
H. H. Worrow, Shadwell, E. 
T. Dunlop Young, London ee 
Amount previously acknowledged 5210 0 
£57 15 O 
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ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 
Extract from London Gazette, 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, Feb. 21. 

Lieut.-Col. A. F. Appleton, from the Army Veterinary 

Corps, to be Col. Dated Oct. 15. 
ArMY VETERINARY Corps. 

H. C. Lowry to be Lieut. (on probation). Dated 

March 4. 


His Majesty the King held a Levée on Tuesday, Feb- 
ruary 28th at St. James’ Palace. 


He came to the College in 1892 as Professor of Surgery 
and Obstetrics, and on the death of Principal Walley, in 


The following gentlemen attended :— 
> * * 


1904, was unanimously chosen to succeed him. Before | Mr. Stewart Stockman, Vet.-Maj. E. P. J. Barry. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 


To 1910, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Anthrax. Foot- __Glanders 
(including Swine Fever. 
Outbreaks Animals ee | Farcy) Affected 
Con-| Re- | Con-| Re- | Out- | Ani- Out- Ani-| Animals | Out-]| Out- | Slaugh- 
rm’d|ported firm’d ported breaks} mals. beraks) mals.| Attacked breaks breaks. | tered. * 
ut. BRITAIN. 
Week ended Mar. 4 21 a 23 3 9 16 34 299 
1910] ... | 32 | ... | 39 16| 9 15 160 
ee | 1909] ... | 22 | ... | 28 10| 41 Essex 4 18 25 224 
1908]... | 18 | 23 1 | 13] 56 26 65 
London 1 
Total for 9 weeks, 1911} 199 oo. | 224 40, 139 24€ 307 3562 
Middlesex 4 
: 1910] ... 274 see 332 61 185 244 203 1539 
1909]... | 252 |... | 340 96 | 260 312] 263 | 2060 
1908] ... 225 ae 324 3 112 142 | 501 4738 251 1051 


Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, March 7. 1911. 


JRELAND. Week ended Mar. 4 1 10 3 22 
2 1 23 

Corresponding Week in 1909 ... J ... in 2 23 2 1 
1908 9 4 76 

Total for 9 weeks, 1911 3 3 22 167 26 481 
‘ 1910 4 6 17 191 6 215 
Corresponding period in {sa00 1 1 22 165 5 13 
1908 2 2 6 192 29 651 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, 5 Mar. 6, 1911 
Nors.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


i | 

/ 

| Parasitic Mange (outbreaks) 


March 11, 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 595 


- 


OBITUARY. 
JoHn CAMMACK, M.R.C.V.8, Johannesburg, Transvaal. 
Graduated, Edin: April, 1872. 
Death occurred on Feb. 9 at the Johannesburg Hos- 
pital. His age was 67 years. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


QUITTOR. 
Sir, 
The many interesting articles and letters on this subject 
appearing in the last few numbers of The Veterinary Record 
are far from satisfactory, as they seem to indicate that we, 
as 9 profession, are as far from agreement as the ancient 
farriers were before the foundation of the first veterinary 
school, which took place exactly 150 years ago (1761). 

Lafosse, junr., writing in 1768 informs us that javarts 
were usually divided into three classes, viz., 

1. Javart simple (affecting the skin and subcutaneous 
cellular tissue of the pastern). 

2. Javart nerveux (attacking the sheath of the pastern 
tendons and resembling the whitlow of man). 

3. Javart encorné proprement dit (a suppurating wound 
on the coronet; in reality, our ‘‘ tread,’’ gangrenous slough 
or crown-scab). 

He criticises his contemporaries for confounding with this 
latter condition caries of the cartilage, which was not a 
javart encoré. But so as to conform tocommon usage and 
to discrimate javart encoré from caries of the cartilage he 
introduced the term of javart encorné improprement dit to 
denote the latter, which is at the present time again called 
javart cartilagineux. Therefore, originally javart by itself 
was not synonymous with our term quittor. Lafosse’s idea 
of quittor was similar to that of Mr. Wm. Hunting—a 
necrosis of the lateral cartilage ; but Lafosse, on the other 
hand advanced as causes, all those conditions which might 
be termed false quittors, and which might reach the lateral 
cartilage and damage its integrity. 

The treatment adopted for the cure of quittor (cartilag- 
inous necrosis) before the elder Lafosse’s day was injec- 
tions, and the linear and pointed firing iron. Somewhere 
between 1730 and 1740 he introduced excision of the 
necrosed cartilage, and practised it for over 30 years with 
the best results. For good results to be obtained, all the 
diseased cartilage was to be removed, avoiding injury to the 
subjacent structures or tissues, and the application of 
pledgets of tow steeped in turpentine or some essence, with 
on top of these larger but dry pledgets of the same material 
maintained by a bandage so as to compress the wound and 
to arrest the hemorrhage. This dressing was not to be 
removed before the eighth day, when it was to be renewed. 
The instruments then in use for the operation were similar 

to those of the present day. In short, his directions in every 
detail are, to say the least, excellent, and I believe, cannot 
be surpassed. 

Since Lafosse’s day this operation has been adopted in 
every country, but in England it has only been tried inter- 
mittently, and in the long intervals given up for the still 
more ancient, but perhaps just as scientific, methods. 

No doubt Lafosse’s operation, or probably Bayer’s modi- 
fication of it, is an admirable one providing it be skilfully 
performed, carefully dressed, and aftertreated. But how 
many practitioners are there in this country who can afford 
the time to give tc the details required for successful results ? 
In my opinion it is an operation suitable only for the infirm- 
ary or for the veterinary school. If not carefully or skill- 
fully carried out failure or disaster is likely to follow, and 
the practitioners’ reputation is likely to be damned ‘‘ because 
he used the knife’’ 

failure or disaster will probably override ninety- 
nine successes, and experienced practitioners, knowing this, 
are chary to attempt drastic treatment, and therefore rely 
upon the more antiquated caustics and pointed hot-iron. It 
is true these latter require to be used with very much skill, 
born only of experience, and if failure remains it is gener- 
ally the fault of over-treating ur under-treating. 

Sones my own experience, and from an interchange of 


gotely saw twenty times more cases of quittor than we 


io to-day, I have come to the conclusion that the ancient 
injection and the still more ancient firing iron are the 
best and safest methods for a busy practitioner to adopt. 
One would think that if the so-called modern and very 
highly scientific (?) method of cartilage excision be such 
a desirable one as some would like us to believe, it would 
be more popular at the present time. 

From a study of the historical evidence of the treatment 
of quittor, like that of roaring, neurectomy, spaying, etc., 
Tam lead to conclude that they somewhat resemble epi- 
demics ; that is to say, they areall subject to the same laws 
of periodicity. An old generation gradually dies out and 
leaves the past behind; a new generation springs up 
suddenly, and fancies everything it sees and does is new. 
There seems to be no continuation of the traditional past, 
and much that is good either sinks into oblivion or perhaps 
is lost only for a time, that is if the knowledge gained is 
recorded for the benefit of the present or future generation. 
Some of our text book are too antiquated to be of much use, 
others ignore that which has been proved by the experience 
of age to be good ; and with others, again, that only which 
is new is good. The views on the nature and on the treat- 
ment of quittor are, however, those of at least 180 years 


ago —Yours truly, 
‘ ‘* BARBA TENUS SAPIENTES,”’ 


Sir, 
Prof. Gofton implies, in his letter published in last week’s 

Veterinary Record, that there is a fundamental difference 

between the methods of cauterisation and of injection of 

escharotics in cases of quittor, and that it was only the 

advocacy of the former procedure that caused him surprise. 

My own impression is that the same end may be attained 

by either method, and that the actual cautery, properly 

applied, will not cause more sloughing than caustic injec- 

tions (1-10 perchloride of mercury in alcobol for instance), 

which, according to Prof. Gofton, it is the custom to inject 

‘* several times daily.’’ 

In any case, Cadiot says of the method which Professor 

Gofton considers archaic and barbarous, ‘‘ But on condition 

that it is used with discretion, cauterization is capable of 
giving good results."’ 

Professor Gofton says that there is nothing in his article 
to justify the conclusion that he regards extirpation of the 
lateral cartilage as the only treatment for quittor. As no 
other treatment was mentioned by him than that of the 
knife it was a fair assumption that he meant to remove the 
cartilage in whole or in part, and those who have most ex- 

perience of the operation say that if one interferes with the 
cartilage it is best to remove the whole of it. 

Professor Gofton attributes the recovery in the case of 
quittor mentioned by me to the two months run at grass. 
I should be glad to know whether he has had experience of 
a horse with a bad quittor affecting a fore foot recovering 
through being given a run at grass. ‘As a matter of fact 
the cob referred to had been turned out for some time 
previous to my being called to it, and the animal was then 
very lame, the swelling was large and there was a purulent 
discharge. If a run at grass cures such cases, why should 
we use the scalpel! ? 

With regard to the practice of stripping the separated 
horn in all cases in which pus has appeared at the coronet 
between hair and hoof, the Professor advises me to sink my 
prejudice and try it. 

Prejudice! The mental decision that determines my 
adoption of this method or that is, I suppose, prejudice in 
my case, it is reasoned opinion presumably in his, This 
attitude may be observed in seclneneen and parsons whose 
dicta their hearers are accustomed to accept as ex cathedra 
utterances, so perhaps I ought not to complain. I will not 
trespass on your space by giving my objections to the prac- 
tice, but desire to illustrate them by recording three cases 
that occurred within a short distance of each other. 

(I.) A thoroughbred mare, sent over from France to a 
stud to be mated to a thoroughbred horse, had her shoes 
removed and was turned out to grass. Three weeks later 
she was seen to be very lame, and I was sent for. There 


views with some of the practitioners of bygone days, who 


was a painful swelling at the back of the metacarpus, ex- 
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tending from the fetlock nearly to the knee. On manipula- 
ting the coronet, an exquisitely sensitive spot was found 
near the heel, and on paring the foot pus appeared at the 
angle of inflexion of the wall. The mare resisted a good 
deal, and when I had finished paring the sole pus had also 
broken through at the coronet. Was it my duty to strip 
the wall from sole to coronet along the purulent track? 
Curiously enough we have had several quite similar cases 
at this stud, and all in mares that have come from France. 
I am afraid that if I, having sunk my prejudice, had sug- 
gested stripping the wall of this valuable mare, the stud 
manager, not being able to sink his reasoned opinion, 
gathered from previous experience here, would have de- 
murred, if he had not flatly refused to haveitdone. In 
the course of a week the mare had a shoe on with tow and 
tar and leather, and was turned out. 

(II.) A shire mare on a farm pulled off a fore shoe and 

ran the clip into the sole at the toe. The wound was 
dressed by a smith, who ordered a bran and linseed poul- 
tice. After a week, as there was no improvement, and, I 
suppose, to ensure infection of the wound, the poultice was 
changed to one of cow dung. Lameness increased, a swel- 
ling appeared at the coronet, and I was then sent for. 

Atter the foot had been well tubbed I found an orifice dis- 
charging pus between hair and hoof, above the toe. On the 
solar aspect at the toe was a large hole from which reddish 
necrotic material issued. On probing this I removed with 
some difficulty a piece of the pedal bone as large as a half- 
penny. In about a week the lameness had disappeared, 
tow, tar, leather and shoe were applied, and a few days 
afterwards the mare could have been worked, but was given 
a run at grass for a few weeks and came up quite cured. 

Prof. Gofton says that if (again sinking my prejudice) I 
had made a breach in the wall from toe to coronet the im- 
provement in results would have proved a surprise and 
enlightenment. I am quite incapable of imagining how 
that can be. 

(III.) A brown shire mare, the property of the late Lady 
Meux, went lame in the near fore limb. She was sent to 
the forge, the foot examined, and as nothing was found, shoe 
again put on, and the mare rested a few days, after which 
she was again tried at light work for a couple of days, but 
as she still limped a little the foot was again examined, shoe 
left off, and foot poulticed. As the lameness became severe 
I was sent for. 

After I had examined the mare I got the smith to come, 
and had the foot thoroughly pared, and found pus at the 
toe. On enlarging the orifice it was discovered that the sole 
was separated from the velvety tissue, which was covered 
with a thin pellicle of horn, through a great part of its 
extent. Now, ought I to have stripped off the whole of 
this detached horn? I found that there was a hole through 
the velvety tissue leading up to the pedal bone, and I deter- 
mined not to strip off the old sole but to use it as a protec- 
tive agent. Here, again, a week elapsed, more tar, toe, 
leather, and shoe, and the mare has worked ever since.— 


Yours, etc., 
W. R. Davis. 


HOW PARKE, DAVIS, AND CO. HELP THE 
PROFESSION. 
Sir, 

We have to call your attention to a communication 
signed ‘‘J. A. Thompson,”’ appearing on page 576 of The 
Veterinary Record, dated March 4th, 1911, in which is con- 
tained the statement imputing that it is ‘‘ the universal 
practice of Parke, Davis & Co. to supply their goods to all 
and sundry,’’ a statement which is absolutely untrue and 
calculated to do considerable harm to our business. 

We regret the tone of the communication is such as to 
warrant the conclusion that this untrue and libellous state- 
ment was made maliciously and with the intention of caus- 
ing damage to our business. 

While reserving to ourselves such further action as we 
may consider necessary, we must request you to publish an 
ample correction and apology in the next issue of your paper, 
this correction and apology to appear on the editorial page 


We must also request you to furnish us with the full name 
and address of your correspondent, together with his pro- 
fessional qualifications if any. 

Submitting this matter to your prompt attention, we 
remain, very truly yours, 


March 8th. 


{If Messrs. Parke, Davis & Co. will again read Mr. 
Thompson’s letter they will see that they have put an 
entirely erroneous construction on it.—Ep.} 


Parke, Davis & Co. 


THE FINANCIAL POSITION OF THE R.C.V.S. 
Sir, 

Your remarks on this subject deserve the greatest con- 
sideration of veterinary surgeons. Without preaching 
pessimism, there can be no doubt we are passing through a 
period of the gravest veterinary depression, and what will 
be the end of it no one can foretell. The future is not ours 
to know. 

On the suggestion that one volunteer is worth two 
pressed men, let one and all contribute their mites to stave 
off the collapse so that at the great reckoning, in return- 
ing the talent from Red Lion Square with a little usury, 
we may receive the reward all should be looking forward 
to—‘‘ Well done, good and faithful servant. Yours, etc., 

Geo. Upton. 


DONATIONS TO R.C.V.S. 
Sir, 

Ason more than one occasion your humble servant has 

suggested to the Royal College the advisability of soliciting 
the voluntary aid of the profession instead of using coercive 
measures and depriving the members of their birthright, 
it is with great pleasure he sees the College tacitly admits 
the power of its noble motto by (if tardily) holding out the 
olive branch. 
But, sir, in your sarcastic remarks as to the absence of 
subscribers you have omitted to mention the fact that we 
are still threatened with the Bill for compulsory payment 
in spite of the 1000 protestants, and surely it would be a 
straightforward course if the Royal College would abandon 
their compulsory clause and openly invite subscriptions, 
rather than take subscriptions while holding the proverbial 
pistol to our heads, as it is hardly in human nature to 
expect the combination of willing aud unwilling. I quite 
agree with your last remark that ‘‘if the profession does 
not alter its ways the motto should be changed,’’ but let 
the heads, the well-to-do, the “high-ups’’ show their zeal 
by their power, their money, and their station by setting an 
example to the rank and file of their desire for the unity of 
the whole profession, not for individual selfish display; 
then will a hearty response come from the majority to meet 
the present need; it is not ‘‘too late’’ (pardon me if I 
pervert your words) for the Royal College to ‘‘develop”’ 
the conciliatory tone which would be so acceptable to many. 
—Yours truly, 


Brompton, March 6. 


A Correction. 
Sir, 


I much regret that a mistake occurred in the list of sub- 
scriptions acknowledged by me last week on behalf of the 
amalgamation Committee. The sum of one guinea attri- 
buted to the North of England Society should have been 
credited to the North of Scotland Association. I should 
feel greatly obliged. if you would notify the error in your 
next issue.—Yours truly, 

A. Gorton, Hon. Sec of the Committee. 


Hewry Dyer. 


CoMMUNICATIONS AND PAPERS RECEIVED :— Messrs. A. 
Gofton, W.H. Davis, W.Awde, H.J. Dawes, G. Howie, 
H. Dyer, G. H. Locke, G. Upton, H. A. MacCormack. 

The Animals’ Friend (March), The Wigton Observer, 


in corresponding type. 


The Scotsman. 
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